
B HALDEMAN SAT ]N TUf- OVAL OFFICE 
and outlined tlic proHcm. A rcciiiity gitanl had 
stumbled onto a burglaty at Dr'intjcraiic National 
Headquarters six da>s earlier. Mil at‘enis had been 
asking embarrassing questions ev:r since. 

Kiehard Ni.xon'ssohitifMi. as rei onlcd by the While 
I louse taping s> stem, was simple ; the C I A shmiUI tell 
the MM to tall olF its deteetivis. I he CIA wniiUI 

agree, Ni.xon assured I lalileinan, because “if It gets out 

that this is all involved, the Cub.t thing uoiild be a liasco— ii would 
make the CIA look Kid— ami it is likely to blow the w hole Hav of Figs 
thing which we think would be very unrortunale, both lor the CIA 
and the country.** 

Haldemancarricd Nixon’s message toCIAdircclor Richard Helms. 

And later he told the Senate Watergate commiitee of I lelms’s reacticni 
to the Itay of Figs reference: ’*( )n that one M r. 1 Icims jumped up \ ery 
rapidly and very defensively to .say, * I hat is of no concern at all. Wc 
don I want to gel into that at all.*** 

The Bay of Figs operation had taken place ten years earlier as a 
plan to overthrow the goscrnmcnl of Fulel Ca iro. Among ns par- 
ticipants had been John I . Kennedy, knlKfl Kemiedv,' Richaid 
Nixon. Maha leaders and hiinu n. ! lo.card I logbes, the ( l A. Richard 
Helms, Charles *• lithe** Rebo.-. , Rt.beil Mal.e i. 1 . Il.mard Hum. 
Kank Sturgis and the Mullen Agencs. I lien ll e\ all uappeafeil m 
the Watergate scamlal. 

All, except the Kcnnetly broiiuTs. ‘I hey were dead. 



Both the Bay of Pigs affair and the W'ntergatc scandal were rooted 
in the cynicism of a W'orld War 11 alliance. 

T he year was 1942, I hc U..S. hadjnslenlcrcdthewar. The Dcparl- 
mcnl of War was ssorried that Na/i saboteurs were inliltraiing the 
docks and shipyards along the l::isi Coast. Alrc.uly the troo(>ship 
Nifrtnaru!tc had Inirncil and sunk in her M.inliatlan berth. 

1 hen a Navy oHicer suggested seeking help from the Malia, which 
controlled an army of toughs through its inlluencc in the dock- 
workers unions. In short order. Naval Intelligence olliuaU slrut.k a 
bargain with Meyer Lansky. 

Lansky had grown up m a scriilfy New York neighborhood where 
he had learned to bootleg, loan-sh.iik and kill on assignment. He also 
had gained a rcpuialion as a business wizard and become close 
friends W'ilh Lucky laiciano, the Malia’s doii of dons.‘ In ivjl Lu- 
ciano's biimen had cariied out a bliuHly purge id' the Malia*s old 
guard **Mousiache Fetes*’ to clear the way lor his takeover. I hen he 
had employed Lansky to moderni/c the Maliii's ingrown family 
structure. Uui in FLUi Luciano had t>ecn sent to prison with a 50-ycar 
sentence, a misadseniure that jeopatxitzed the visum of a new maiia. 
Other leaiters in the blood*oalh Sicitun iiatcinily still considereil the 
Jewish Lansky an outsider and, without Luciano around, balked at 
his innovations. 

Liinsky s;iw the Naval Intelligence deal as a chance to improve his 
position among the ruling lords ol orgainzcil crime by opening prison 
gates fur the don of dons. Lansky (Kasu.uled Luciano to have Malia 
hcnclimcMi p.iliol tlie w.iici frinu. In tiiin I ttci.uui was to be set free. 
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As New York Ciiy*s Malhi-nehiing special prosecutor, Thomas 
Dewey had calapuiled to the governor’s duiir by putting Luctano 
behind bars Uui Governor Dewey now ugfced to the deal and 
iranslerred Luciano irom Dannemora state prison, known as -’Si- 
tx-na to tcf.llution’s quarters at a piison ricar Albany. Then 
shortly after V I. |5.,^ he signed the parole I'apers. 

By then th j M.ma lutd developed a larger friendship with the Office 
or Strategic Nervue, (DSS), the eountr>’s first autonomous intelli- 
gence agcnc: i>el up lo oversee all wartime espionage. I he OSS made 
a pact with i; e Ntalia. known as Operation Underworld, that included 
gariglarid a'.sislance for the Allied armies vshen tliev landed in 
Sicily May.,, g an lOU from the OSS sccmc.l Uko a ^hrc^v.l invest- 
mcnl for the Mafia. 

Uut at the syar s end in 1945 the OSS was disbanded, a move that 
dismayed both the Ma.ia iiiul a sec.et ciide of busiiiUMiicii. ,'oli- 
ticians and espionage cxpeits. ' 

The men in this circle were from well-bred, wcll-cducaccd b.iclc- 
grounds. generally I jsterncrs with connections at the highest levels of 
government and linunee. Allen Dulles, a IVineelon graduate and 

<^>:wey were two of 

the Headers. IJoth Dulles and Dewey h;ul been Wall Street lawyers 
M the opposite side of New York from U.n^ky and Luciano, and tlieV 

h H h.*'''^I^"n Washington. I heir nicnior 

had been Dulles s brother. John l osicr. who had represented the U.S. 
government in ciuciji treaty ncgotiaiion> afiei both woiM wars. 

World \Wu II had turned the U.S. into the worlil’s most powerful 
nation. Dewey, the Duties brothers and others had formed their 
secret circle because they saw themselves as loyal and pragmatic 
Americans with a duly to help shape the country’s new international 
role. I heir project was lo resurrect the OSS. 

No country could slay on lop, they believed, without a powerful 
and imicpeiidiMit intelligence agency. Allen Dulles clumpioncil this 
itlea among his contacts at the IV-nlagon ami in the I rum.in adminis- 
tration. rruman was so impressed that he appointed Dulles to bead a 
lhree-memlH:r commission to study the U.S. intelligence s>slem. 
Dewey and others in the secret circle lobbied Congiess. 

In July 19)7 Congress p.issed the National .Security Act. Truman 
signed It, as f tulles and Dewey had recommend:d, thereby creating 
the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) as a succe ,sor lo the OSS. I he 
CIA w«s given a secret budget and a charter wiiiten so loosely as lo 
grant the agyiicy nearly unlimited power. 

OiiUiiletl in the country’s linesl ideological clreik, the CIA was 
charged vsiih protecting America by wh.jievcr means nv*.cssiiry. The 
Cold War had started. Commuiusis were the new enemies, the corn- 
munist spread across the glol'c was to be slopr-ed. lo the secret 
circle, some of who^c members became key CIA oilicials, that meant 
the CIA was lo be the patron of U.S. nuih.nalii*ii:il companies 
which had set up shop m underdcvelopal couiitiics to make money 
and oppose communism. 



f he O.SS s old friend, ihe Mafia, was among the leading multina- 
tional corporations that emcrgeil in the late I orttes. Lansky’s movie 
in rrccing Luciano had impressed the Sicilian di*iis. lAen his chief 
rival, ••bat .Allvri” Anasuisia. paid homage lo l.ansky when the 
Malia boss walked out of prison-"Yim're ihc t>nly bastard w ith the 
brains to do it.” Lansky also had outwitted t)»e don of dons. I uuano 
was deponed lo Sicily immediately upon his release. But wuh 
Luciano’s unreserved blessing. Lansky took charge of iInmest.J oikt- 
ations and llnl^hed the ji:b iLe two h,ul M;,ncd a decaile Inrl’ore. 
Unsky merged the Mafia’s riv.d gangs into a ci>fudomer ale known as 
the Iniernatumal Ciime S\nd:.ale, a network llut Lansky estimated 
was ’bigger than U.S. Sieel” and which lie immersed m hanking, 
real estate, te'^urism and gamhluig. 

At the same time, the e.siled Luciano expanilcd the .Syndicate’s 
overseas connections. With smue help ir.mi the CIA. Luciano 
Li.shioned an intemaiionid smuggling roiiic for ihc Syntlicate’s hoo;n- 
ing narcoiics indusiry. Whm eommuiusi strikers sluil down the 
I rench port of .M.irseilles in 1 >47 aiul tlucjle >ed to rum American 
^‘PPing, the CIA called <.n I t.uano. lie furm hed hiiiuen while the 
C lA supplied money and weapons. Alui ..evv.i: murdeis the dinks 
reopened tor American shi. ;vrs and for il e Symluate’s heroin 
smugglers. 



hen the Syndicate later addtnl Southeast Asia’s “Golilen Tri- 
angle to Its hcniiii route, tbe CIA uuuin w;,s aetoinimKl.uiiiB. To 
1 ,. conimiini.ni the ayency %tiip[ieU cash anij munitions to lui'iti.in 

trossers ciiiploscil m the 
Nynduates heroin trade. ClA planes i.eie used to |,rovide s.ife 
P.1SS.1BC for the hrst ley. of Ihe heroin’s lony ,o„,ney to U S. , •hellos. 

. ynditale to pieserve U.S. interests. Under the C I.Vs eh.irter such 

Allen iSuIles real- 

i/cd ih.ii the CIA needed to sarey,ii.ird its own pohlieal U,se to .avoid 
polen lal pow.t strugyles in Washington, a praelic.H analysis that 
iiuickly earriH the ayency into a cl.iiuh-slmc lolc in Ameriean 
elcctnrnl pi'litics.* 

favorite lo Ixx-omc president in 
I9.1«. To insiiie Ins election the CIA funneled more than SI million 
from Its secret biidy.et into IVsvey’s r.inip.iiyn. acoidm;; lo ayency 
sources. .\ley,-r 1 .insky hkewis,'su|ipoiu d I Vsvey, m.i,sh.ihiiy Sviuli- 
eate money and political eloiit Iv.hiiid Ih,; Kepiihhcan noiiiitiee (al- 
ihouBh some older Mali.i bosses, still rcsi-nlfid of l>e\veys racket- 
busting s|>rcc in the 1 hirties, refused to comrihute). 

Trurrum’s upset victory interrupted ihiv vcheme. But that did not 
concern the CIA as much as the ephemeral rnotxls on Capitol llill 
W hat the CIA wanted from Congress, aside from its money, was to be 
loft alone. In the opinion of Dulk-s and Dewey’s .sctrei circle. Con- 
gress posed the grciitcsl danger lo CIA auionorny. As a hedge against 
any the secret circle K-gan to buy cotigr ession.d goodwill 

lor theUA. Congressional niernlvrs found their reelection problems 
eased contributions, volunteers, endorsements— and their sialfs 
IKOplcd with bright young assistants introiluced by memlxrrs of the 
secret circle. Most favors went to young congressional menibcrs with 
a promising future, politicians who someday might be Capitol Hill 
leaders and White House aspirants. 

Richiird Nixon, a imiiiiKr of the llouve of Rcprcxcni.ilivcs. was 
one recipient. Nixon h.vd licen elected in I91h. the (Vanye County 
Republican |wly had pl.iced a news, v, per ad to solicit a uiken ixindi- 
d.ilc in .a r.ue iiyainsi ihc undefeated IVnuKriitic incuinixiit. Nixon, 
just put of Ihc N.ivy. :i(iplied for the joh. lbs mslemi.iK were shin’ 
the. Ill had rej«le,l him, his l.,w clienls ha<l found him emlvirras- 
smgly naive and his war record was iiksJiixrc. Uut Nixon r.in with 
manic rest, slandered his opponent as a communist and returned a 
Winner. 



Tccniilcd Nixon’s vote lo help establish the 
CIA. Dewey liked Nixon’s amoral pragmatism ami liis fierce anti- 
communism. So in I'MH rx*v.ey arranged a stx.-ci.d favor for Nixon 
during the celebrated Alger Hiss case. 

A magazine ciliior had claimed 1 li!>s was a communist. The House 
Ln-Aincrican Activities Commutee (HUAC) i.nestigated nml was 
about to cxoncraic Hiss when Nixon suddenly jisked to take over 
\vhal seemed a losing cave. Nixon’s reason fur vulunieermg to head 
the investigation, according to CIA sources, was that he had inside 
mrormaiion fri>m Dewey. 

Dewey had initially also considered Miss innocent. John Poster 
DiiLcs, ^ervl^g as IX*wey‘s chief foreign policy advi-wr in the 1948 
campaign, had defended Hiss and had recommended him fur a job 
at the Carnegie Lmlowmenl where Dulles was board chairman. But 
then, accoiding to CIA sources, the secret circle’s friends m the 
agency conducted nn invcvtiiMiion and infiMineJ Dewey and the 
Dulles brothers that I liss, while a top .State I Kparimeut ollicial under 
I ruman, had bclongetl to the C'ommutii'.l party. 

Dewey saw a chance to emli.urass I ruman. to bolster the credibil- 
ity of 1 1 UAC(wbk h I ruinan wanted to aUilidi) and to boost Nixon’s 
career— wiihoul publicly involving himself. In late July 19 IS Dewey 
Iciked the CIA’s findings in Nixon. On August 5th I lissupivared 
before 1 1 U.\C and denied he’d ever met the maga/inc editor who had 
accused him of communism. Nixon sh>nd firm ag;iinst I liss while the 
other HUAC memliers accepted Hiss’s version. But Nixon was un- 
certain about hnw to prixix-d. .So on August 1 Ith he belli a rendez- 
vous vviih the Dulles brothers at the RiHisevelt Hold in New York. 
According to C'lA soure.-s, Ihe hmihers g.ive Nunn ibeir approval 
h»r a full-scale aiiaik on I liss, and Alirn I )ullc« prnviileJ sniiie am- 
munition: conliim.»;u>n that Hun had known i»>e iiuga/inc editor 
ten sears 1x1010. l ive tlavi later His\ reap pKM red Ivfore HUAf'nml, 
imdi.T NiS4in‘*. r|ui* .honing, U gan lo reheat fnitu |,u earlier sl.ile- 



ma»lN *A few moollis l.tii-r. iuvorjin;! lo C IA mmiiun. 1‘IA 
alstipUiNcU ;i part in UmUmi:* iIk* lrc%hin;ut i oni:rc\Mii:in to the ulcriL • 
lhal eventually cniivkirtl lli*.s, 

I he sc.mOal iM\e Nixon a national repnl Mion. In l‘»'*l Nimmi Id’ 
the I huisc In run for the Senate aeaiiKi iIk’ popul.n llelfii Poui'las. 
Nixon lalnrlcd hot the **l*ink L;kI>** aiul hi\ e.iiupairii literature dc- 
scriK’d her as a fellow tiaxcler of ci'mnuini\ts. Muiiay Ouniner. 
NixonS cainpai^Mt manarter and his tirsl •Mui> uwW' speualisl. 
wrote the smear jianiphleis. Hut, acundini; if) CIA m>uu»*s, Choliner 
received most of his iiiforniaiion ahoui Douglas lrf>in CIA liles lhal 
Ihc agency provided. 

Nixim won easilv over l\nii:las and look Ins >eai in the Senate, 
thanks tothe assist Iroiii iheClA — and loarioiher fn>in theSvndivalc. 

In keeping with Malta iiadilion, l.an^kv investevl money m ihe 
caint\iigns of politicians at all levels of government. Mickey Cohen, 
the Syndicates .Southern California gatnhiing chief in the I'orlies. 
laier adiimtcd to helping linancc the early siages of Nixon’s career. 
According to Cohen, the iransactions were handled hy amiiner. 
who remained a Nixon adviser through his later ascent lo the presi- 
dency. Colunmisi Drew Pearson reported lhal. in exchange for the 
Syndicate xonirihmions. C hoiiner used his inlUieni.e to keep hook- 
makers out of jail in Los Angeles.- 

In 1*152, alter onlv six vears in polities, Richard Nixon hecanie 
vice-president, llis nomination was shepherded through hy Dewey’s 
backroom maneuvering. I laving abandoned his own t^resivlcntial 
ambitions, Dewe> threw his support hv Dwight Lisenhower. I hen, at 
Dewey s rev|uesi, Lisenhower picked Nixon as his running male. 

Allen Dulles, vxho had 1‘iecumc CIA deputy director in 1*.*5I. ar- 
ranged for ClA hacking of the I jsenhower-fs'i\i»n liiket. Political 
inieihgcncc rei>«)rts ol Korean War ml^t.lkes emiMtr.issing to the 
outgoing Truman atlminislfaiion-wefe leaked to the media. And 
agency iiionev w.is slipped loiheeampaigii through C*l A from groups. 

Iiumethaielv alter the clectiiMi Dulles w,i\ prumoted to the CL\ 
direcloiship and his hr other w.is ii.uiied sccrelai y of slate. 

With Nixon as vice-pre^ulenl and I hillc'. as C L*\ ihieiU»r, Lansky 
was iiimiune from fedeial laws. In PP'.» liie .hioice Depaitmeni de- 
cided not to pioweute him even though Ilic IKS inielligeiue iliviMon 
found he w.is evading taxes, and in l‘LS7 the .lusiue Deparimenl 
failed to carry through on an allempl h> immigraium aulhoiitics to 
dcpvirt him. 

lliroughout the Pifties the careers of Rkhard Nixon. Meyer 
Lansky and Allen Dulles pros|>ered, T heir futures seemed unlimited. 
‘ Rut then the allairs of a hiile island in the C.mhheaii changed lhal 
outlook and inexlneahly hound up the collective foi tunes of the CIA. 
the Syndicate and the W hite House. 




I.Yl.R LANSKY 1 IRSP VI.SIH.I) CURA IN 
Ihe lull of on a search lor molasses to use 
in making ruin. Rut the isl.iiul w.is hrunming with 
oihei opporiunilics.l anskv hefiiended l ulgencio 
Raiista. a ihuhhy ex-aimy seip.eant who had just 
tiulaincvl himself dielaior. With Rahsia’s s;me- 
l»on. Lansky 0 |'hmic». 1 seveial uevv casinos, the 
genesis of the Mafia’s inlernaiional gambling 
neiwoi k. 

Rieh.ud Nison S liisl kiunvn liip lo C’uh.i came in l‘J ld. Roulette 
wheels weie spuming 24 hours a ilay; touiists lamined the country. 
He wax on vaeaiiou from his job as prosecutor in W'liiitier, Cali- 
loinia. Aeci'iduip. Ui tail Ma/o. Nison*\ hiog.iaphei, the young 
bwvci eageifv esploied ('ul\i and enteiiaiiud '•the I'Ossihiliiies of 
establishing |.»w or business connections m H.ivan.i.” 

Whatever Nixon had in mind was inleirupted hy World War IL 
The UHuisls stop|»cd coming, and Laiiskv shut ilovvn Ihe C’uban 
gambling spas. 

With Ihe Cuban economy sagging, R.itista encountered political 
turmoil. I o slay m power he hail lo make eonecssums that extended 



eoinmunisi lullucnee. LkS. cot potations feated their C'uh.ui invest- 
mcnls might he n.iiion.ih/ed. Sv) m W44. Nav.il Intelligence asked 
l.aiisky lo piessiiic RatiUa into stepping down to keep out the 
communists. 



l.au’'ky. ,i si. lunch aniicommuiust, pi . -vailed ujwn ihe diclalor; 
elections vveie h.e'.d, a p o-Amencan can-hilale won, and Raiisla left 
Cuba lor ei;*!«l \eais il exile m MHithei i I loruta. 

.Soutl.em I I.Mi l.iwa Me>ei I anskx* . iiead»|u;utersin the I iniiex. 

He h.iil li.iio'.ii uai lio i uImii I umiic'^s l») h.oiel suites auvl 

icstauiaui I'.ick iooni% alone the \liauu Ileavh ’Aiold C’oast.” I he 
PJ.^U Kel.iuvei .'veuale coihiiuUee xh>covefcil ih.it .i m.ijor gambling 
cenlei w.i^ he.iikputtucil at the Wi*|U'ul Hotel, a Miami Re.ich 
hotel uin hy l.iiuni*'t Imhhv” Wotloi.l t )ne of WotVouPs yachting 
comp.mu>ii> ilimne iliu lime ‘.vas Ricl .iril .Nixon, 

When the w.n lve..*n Nixon h.ul poue \o woik- m Washington 
a*, a eoxcimuenl l.‘wyet. then jouicvl l!ie N,iv> aiul sUipival out ii) 
tiieen Island in the Pa. ilk , w line he built a jungle shack, sliKkeil it 
with Ih)o/c and lan j' »ki r games lor the other sailois. lie lelt the 
Naxy with a Mo.iinn h.iiikioll to inxesl m his new political caieer. 

On CaiMti'l Hill the heshtn.m Nixon was hefiiemlcil hy fellow 
congressman (ieoige Smatiiers. a Miami playhviy who introduced 
him to Richard l)ann.*i, Sin.ithers’s Ihiti campaign manager. Dan- 
ner, a loimei I III agent, h.ul Iven liied as Miami’s city manager in 
PHS allei the city con icil acv iisi-d him of “pl.iy mg both sides against 
the muMle” in a g.m !l. »nd P.i.puie over control oi ihe cilv pohee 
ik'paitmeni. Later, D.mncr went to vvoik for lUmaid Hughes, as 
Hughes’s hai>on lo Nixon, aiul hecanie a pisolal clviiacier in W'aler- 
gale. hut in the late I in ties he was Ih:sI kiuwxn as a guide to Lansky’s 
”Ciold Coast,” 

Nixon hegan sociali/ing with southern 1 loiirl.i's fast -buck entre- 
preneurs. Among them w.is Charles ”R ;K-‘* Rebo/o. Dann-jr said he 
intioducevl Nixon to Reho/o in I ‘MS. when the cvuigiessman xaca- 
lii'iieil in Mhimi on *‘ihe serge of a physical breakdown” after weeks 
of tension in the I Iiss c^l^e. 

Rehi)/o, a C*iih.m-.-\mei ican, had attended elementary school with 
Smathersand, like Nixon, had madelus liisl big mv»ney during Wot Id 
W'ai IL Rel'o/c> li.i.l v\Mii’cied the vvaitunc in.iikcl for recapped tires 
in souil'.ein I londa, then h.ul lent that iiu»ne> Ui poor families at 
high interest latcs. liiilli Reho/o and Ninalliers— who I’lecame part- 
ners 111 several ip'cstionahle teal estate ventures— shared Nixon’s 
earlier fascination with Cuba. 

In March PI52 Raiisia relumed from exile and resurrected his 
CuKin dictalnrship in a bloodless coup set up hy Lansky’s S2.‘'n,IHK) 
bribe to ilie elected piesideiil in leiurn for his ahdieaiion. Nixon 
and .Smalhcrs joined Lansky as ardent fans of Raiisia. .Smathers, 
who had been elected lo the U.S. Senate in I*,^5ik Iol)hied m> »iggres- 
sively for aul to Ratista lhal he became kniiwu as the ’’senator from 
Cuba.”* One monlli after Ralisia’s leluin. Dinner look Nixon on a 
lour ol the liax'ana casinos. (Also along was D.m.i .Smith, soi^n to 
Ixecome infamous as admiuisiiaior of lire slush fund lluit almost 
knocked Nixon out of the P>52 viec-presulential race.) 

Nixon, Smathers and Rebo/o iisevi Ciilsi as an mvcslmenl property 
as well as a playgiound. Aecoidmg lo a law enforcement ollicial 
familiar with Amencan holilmgs m the Canblxian, the three held 
joint interests in Cuba during the l iriies.' 



t Situilu’tN .ilsu rti'c t|tiivUy u{* ilic |«« Iuk.iI i.uU.s. l ike Nixon, he w.in a 
WimM \X.tt II \cUi.ui IhnI ctv\ua lu ihc Ui*u\c ui I'l 'Ui ;uu\ itu'ii ctcwlcU l«» Ihc 
Sot.iic 111 And. Iinc Siiu*.tiu> '^.i» .t h.r.cltci.U) ol ihc CIA's 

iitirusioii iiUoclcclot.il pntiUvs. In Sni.ithcr lv?u prim.ity r.icc hi:«mi)vi Dciuo* 
Cf.il Ct.iudc Pepper, ihc L’l A loltl hw c.uup npu .il*»j»u Pepper's .ill -aeJ comitui* 
Mi\| lies. Ttic iiilurm:iti«>it w.is uscil lo iiul.ii.iioe hi> oppotieiU "KeU " Pepper. 

4. Nison, Kcliu/.o .xml Sin.iihcis iii.ty h.ivc Ik*Coo woiV.iii»; lur thcr ,is e.uly 
as WoilJ W.ir II. |)urin>i the c.ol> I uiliev. Soi ilhcis s as lo c»>u-.i dcfcnJing a 
client acemeU oi sinupi;tinii Ainetican-nMilc uies il.r'^n^h Cn ■» aiul iticrcby 
circumvcnUin’. lire lirco.imonnp. I.iws. When SouMi i* eiuouiU i d a itel.iy in 
Ihc c.vse. lie sent a teller lo ihc t^tluc i*l Poee A\h* • it.on'n ’-i NV.ixhington. 
where Nixon w.u ,t la\>>ci in the uieu.iiionnig secu.-** . ha'|,*e. *'ih preventing 
such proiilecr ing. ,1 j«ih Noiin l.tiei etu«se i«ie«*v» r up n* Vi. "• I C onerestnoii/I 
ihfct’ifiry eiUr>. Sin.ithcrs's l.ilher livUI a snnilar |nh .n* .» I.- ,il •.nioinng hoaul 
in southern I loud.i. 'aIivcc Keht»/o was llic .ire.i's i *p * t .\apped lues. 

Invevlig.xiorv luve iiievl — amt so tar failed — u* pros . ili.u I* e irui lust met 
during this peiuul. 



lialisla had turned into a* haul-line antu(>iniminisl ami his Ctihar 
regime provtdeui a safe haven for Ameiiean enticpieneitrs. Ni>m 
were more suceessful than Lansky and Luciano. 

Accordmi* to the I eileral llureau of Narcotics, Liieiann hnpe(' 
Cuba vNou'd “Ix'come llie center for all international Uiiicflics oper 
alions.” Luciano had arrived in Cuba in l'M7 to lay the giouiulaork 
Tor years there had Ixren factories in Cuba that processed cocaine. 
Luciano added lalxiratories l\>r heroin. I hen, with Uatisia’s return, 
Cuba mushrc'omed into a major naicotics heaiUjuaiiers. 

Under the new llatisia regime Lansky also lejuvenaled gambling 
in Cuba. He had petsuaded the otlier S\ndicate leaders to invv^t 
heavily in a new concept: the hotel-casino. Ihgh-rollmg gambleis 
were flown in and l^edded in plush rmiins an elevator lide auay fiom 
dice and poker chips. Lansky ami Luciano’s junior partner, Uugsy 
Siegel, had in l*M5 pioneered this concept on a dusty stretch of 
Nevada desert tluil l>ecame known as the Las Vegas .Snip. Hut 
Havana’s midway was even moie dazzling. In a few \cais the .Symli- 
cate’s hotel-casinos there were earning an estimated annual pudil 
of SUM) million. 

Uatista arranged for legislalion that guaranteed a gambling 
license to anvone invesiing 51 million in a hotel. 1 be Cuban govern- 
ment not only matched such investments dollar for dollar, but it 
also waived corporate taxes on all hotel-casinos. 

Nixon was among Batista’s frequent and well-received guests 
during the L'lflies, In 1^55 Ni.von pinned an award on Batista and 
the two posed grandly in the dictator’s palace. 



llOWAUn IIUCilllLS. .SOLU 
A owner of the country’s largest privately held corpora- 
deeply emneslied in the dynamics of 
poliiic*s. Ilug,hc*s*s involvement dated from 
c I aircraft company had not taken olf 
1 linancially, despite his brilliant innovations in avia- 

■' M broke out. I ben. due in part to a 

ly recommendation from I ranklm Kooxevelt’s son. 
fi L .. ' Colonel I:llioit KooscvcIl. Hughes won a S70 million 

government contract for his personally designevl I -1 1 photo-recon- 
naissiOicc plane. Accevding. to .Senate testumiiiy friMii former Hughes 
aide John Meyer, C'olonel Koosevcll maile his lecmnmcndalion after 
Hughes’s money had helped linancc the colonel’s romance with 
an actress. 

Senator Owen Brewster, a gramlstaiulmg Maine Republican angry 
with Hughes over an unrelated husiness dispute, accused him of 
inlluence-buying. But Hughes survived a wide-open congressional 
investigation headed by Brewster by attributing the investigation to 
Brewster’s pcrsc\nal vciulelta. llugbeN tb.en destioycil Brewster’s 
career by puiiiping SC>0,t)tHl into the election campaign of a political 
opponent. 

Hughes considcrcil himself a patriot and fell he’il been unfairly 
.singled out ini piaetiees stamkird to imwl vleleiisc linns. He turned 
bitter and cynical, lie decided tbut~for bi> own good and for 
the good of the counuy— be neciled powciful allies. I lie (.1 A vva> 
an obvious eimice. as be later espl.unevl in a hut si »vf camlor. .Ac- 
coritmg to swoi II ’esiimony m LJ74 IVoin formei aide Kobeil M.iheu, 
Hughes Ivluv cd tbit *’il he ever became involved lagam) m any 
problem with the government, eilltei with a legulatoiy body or an 
investigative atm, it would lx: hcnelicial for him to be in the position 
ofbeinga Inmiiroi ihe('IA|." 

Hughes wa> a tougli-mmdevl oppoitunisi and an intensely private 
man, with no stockholders to qucNtion his decisions— an ideal ally 
for the CIA. As early as PM'Z Hughes was designing and nianufac- 
luring special equipment for the spv agency. Dunng the I ifiies, 
Hughes IViMM luimg e\-('lA employees as top atlinmistratois and 
he eveiilu.illy Ixi.ime the counliy’s lea»lm>*. < l/\ coiiti actor, a i>osi- 
lion that elleclively shieldetl liiio Irmii Ivdetal p? oseculioii. 

Hughes, like the CIA anvl Lansky, also urulersli'Ovl quid pro quo 
and electoral politics. 'Miveryone has a price,” he told Noali Dietrich, 
w ho later recalled lh:it the billionaire coiili itiuted up to each 

year to ’’uumcilmen and county supci visors, lax assessors. sJieriHs, 



slate senatois aiul a •Nimbly nicMt, disti'.* attorneys, governors, con- 
giessnicM and seiiatt i*, judges— yes, ai -I vice-presidents and piesi- 
denls, loo.” 

Amoiu! them vv;v. U'ch.ird Ni\»m, 

lliiglies and Nixini .luted the s.imc anticommunist pose. During 
the McCarthy eia llujbes closed do\ n his movie studio fevr three 
monllis to check his | a\i»i!l loi paitioiism, and be tiled to destroy 
I lizabelb ‘l.iylor’s caieer because she was dating a supposed conr- 
munist. 

In early accrrdmg to a former Hughes aide, the tycoon 

fuimshed Nison with a seciei m vice-president 

light a dump-Nisoii nose by fellow Keimblican Harold Stassen. 

I ben. in I )ecemlvr l').’^t«, I luglies loaned 5 J‘t 5 .tHMno Nixon’s brother 
Donald for ,i limilnngei lestauianl. I he ”U)an” was never repaid. 

In llie lolliwcmg iiu iilhs 1 lugbes received several special dispensa- 
tions liom llie \\ lute I lowe. A Justice Depaitment aiiiiirust suit was 
settled by a consent deciee. And the llujihes Mcvlical l oundalion, 
which tcclimcally owiusl the aiicialt ciimpany, w.is gr.iiiicd a ta\- 
e.scmpt si.iuis iluit had been denied twice befoie, a lax dodge that 
s;ivc*vl I lugbes an eslii latCvl S.V» million a year.^ 

Dm mg the next decade I lughes's mleieslseonluuied to merge with 
Nixon, the CIA— and eventually with the Syndicate. 

H N PJ.^K a BLARDliD ILX-LAWYLK DLSCLNDLD LROM 
Cuba’s Sierra Mae.slra mountains with a ^'ankec-Go-Home 
revoliilioM. 1 hree Lansky lieiilen.inis simieg’.ed in a planeload 
of arms, sioljn from a Naiitmal Guarcl aimory, to help 
^ ^ Batista slop the advance of I'ldel Castro. But C.i tro seized 

j* -X j llav.ma on New Year’s Day l‘J5‘J and Batista and Liinsky 
i-* v J Cuba the same d.iy. 

brother Jake stayed Ix-hind to try salvaging the 
‘H-.J Syndicate’s gimbling and narcotics Ujieraiiuns. But Cistro 
threw Jake in jail for 25 day s and, by 1 ’iW), had deported all Syndicate 
members, padlixkcd the amusement parlors, razed the dope labs— 
and cxpropii.iled all other American business holdings. 

At CIz\ headquarters in Langley. Vuginia, meanwhile, the agency 
began hatching a pi in to retake Cubi. 

Under Allen Dulles’s leadership, llie CIA had lx:come the strategic 
arm of his biolhei’N foreign pidicy at the State Department — pi o- 
moling U.S. iiucstineiits abioad aiu.l stopping the spread of com- 
munism. Ill l*JM, l*.ir example, the CIA helped overthrow a com- 
nuinisl-leaning Coiatemalan government that had expropriated 
225,t»'M» acies from United l-ruii, a U.S. company vviih tics to the 
Rockefeller family . 

Casiio’sgoveinmeni in Cuba piqued the CIA for several reasons. 
The CIA’s Soviet coiiiP.eiparl. the KCill, could use Cuba to launch 
revolutions in Central and South .America against U.S. iniercsls 
there. Dulles’s W'all Street friends already had suH’ered huge reverses 
in Cuba: Castro had conliscated the I rceporl Nickel mine, alliliaied 
with the Rockefellers, and a score of lesser industries. 

There al'>o was the loss of the Syndicate’s casinos. The casinos 
had been ua open-ended money funnel for both the Syndicate and 
the CIA. I ansky had masierminiled a syNiem that allowed the 
Syiivlicale t » skim wimimgs, evailc t.txes and launclei illicit funds at 
llic g.iming tables. I he C‘l.*\, according to agency si'urces, h.id lx*eii 
using the same system and the same casmos to hide its payments to 
the uiulei world figures il sometime employed. 

S<> the CIA pt.uiiied to topple Casiio with a surprise invasion 
z\boul 1 200 Cuban exiles would l.iml at the Bay of Pigs, Meal ihrougl: 
the jungle and esial*l;sh a renegarle g ’•e'pir.enl, l2»u-» providing e 
ruse for a full U.S. military ass.iuU againM •! e C'astrr regime. 1 la 
invasion plan was developed alnuwi eir.iirb. I i-il J'lcviifeni Eiser; 
bower s hack, acciinling to author Hayiu’s J »hi' ' wjio w'roie a 
delimiivc inside accoiiiil of the operalmn ( ••UwJ L. I IcIcIki 
P rouly, an Air Force liaison to the CIA beJAc-.i l';'5 and FJ(iC 



5. Ill Cuiu?rc.% ct.iscJ ihc t.\x loupholc^ cnj ,>cd hy vu.h foun.l.iiiou 
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icacluil llic s;imc ctincliision. ‘*1 isciihnwi i lutl m vci i*vci contni • 
pUiU'ihtn I’liMily saul ui a u\cnl mU*uu \\ , “\\i* h.ul * 

‘‘jH.cilic Imm I immiIu»\ui t'n ilu- liiniu ol‘ im»i ;iuIIumU* . 

W lull wc wcfL* ;tlUnvcil U> iln was latui livi* or six p«*opU* on a heath 
amJ have Ihcrn Now up a suijar relinci>\ Mutl like ihat.** 

Hul four ilaNS K-forc ihc picsideniial eletlion, accorvling l > 
Johnson, ihc C IA circulated a memo saying the invasion was goini* 
ahead. Two days later, Ihouly recalled, “Wc ^^ere told to gel Ih2h 
bombers ready and to get iransporl aircraft ready.** .According to 
Prouty, nppioval fur the moves came from Vice Piesideni Nixon. 

Nixon was then head of the 54/12 Group, a National Security 
Council subgroup that supervised coven aclivities. 1*. Howard 
Hum, the Cl A agent who lecruiied Cuban exiles for the invasion, 
Liter reported that Ni.xon was the IJay ol Pigs **secrci action ollicer** 
in the White House. 

Hunt haibbeen the ClA*s chief polilical .action ollicer during its 
successful coup in Cmatcmala. At every I'pportiinity he priimoied 
the same tactics for Cuba.* ‘Hiroiigh the long lall of l%n | lunl nuis- 
icrcd a secret army of exiles. The> were run through makeshift l>ooi 
camps and shaped into a strike force. Secret training sites were set up 
m Ihc Honda i:verglades. on the Louisiana delta and in the CariN 
bean. 1 he C l.A-insialled government in Ciuatemuia aUv> provided a 
surreptitious guerrilla biise. 



Another was on Cay Sal, a rockv outcropping iMf I loiida owned 
by Howard I lughes. Not only had I lughcs given the CIA temporary 
cuMchIv of the island, but, aceonling to one former CIA oiieialive 
he’d lurnished the guerrillas with an alibi: if iliscoveicd. ihev could 
say they weie rehearsing for a Hughes movie. Gerry Hemming, a 
hulking cx-Marine who comlucted drills at one of the liaining sites 
later recalled that he helped unload crates laK-led *'’loolco.** then 
the name of I lughes’s paicni company. Inside the crates were camp 
gear and machinery for the invasion. 

Hughes havl a purpose lor liis paiiiotism. According to a former 
aide. Hughes mlcaded to rush into Cuba once CaMro fell and de- 
velop a sciies ol resort parks on thelx-ach from, build his own jumbo 
airport aiul buy up a block or two of casinos .uul set himself up as 
a lounsm magiuiie. llecause of the manipulative qualities of casino 
accounting, the aide said. Hughes hoped to turn the eiUirc vcniuie 
-inlo^an enormous tax diHlge that would banish tax hills forever. 
Hughes app.iieiitly expcctevl to leach .in acvominod.ition with the 
Symlicale. Hughes had a lot i*f respect l\>r the Mob. cspcciallv 
Lansky, the aide recalled.* **My guess is ih.n he hoped to form some 
sort of partnership with Lansky.** 

For Lansky and the Svndieale. the Hay of Pigs plan held far 
grc.iier signilicancc. Pour ex-casino bosses — Kussell liufalino. James 
IMumeri. Cieorgc Levine and S;ilv;iioie Granello — used tiuslal 
Liiban contacts u» supply the Cl.A with scouting repoits on Castro’s 
lri>op and naval posiimns." Ricitaul Cain, a policeman on the Syndi- 
cate payroll, also helped recruit Spanish-speaking mercenaries for 
the C IA army. 

The S>ndicatc*s primary representative in the Hay of Pigs prepara- 
lions was Santo I ralhcante, a Horida businessman who had be- 
longeil to the uilmg ciicle that ailmmistcred gaiiibliiig aiul narcotics 
ill t uba7 I i.illu ante h.ul I iM'ii to Uial posiumi p.iili.dl\ Kcaiise of a 
power sliiin ic iHlwi vii I .iiisky ami “I .n Albeit” Aii.. .!;»Ma. known 
as the f Old High I uvuhonci of Mnulci liicoi poi.iud. Anasi.isu 
had tiled in P».^7 to iccinil liallicanle into a .scheme to undercui 
Lansky s coniiol ol the Cnbaii oper.ilions. Instead, according to a 
JiiMkc IVp.utmenl accounl. Hallkarilc lulraved I .n Albeit lo 
Lanskv s Iniineii; Anastasia was shot live times as he s.it tUiwn for 
a haiicut. 
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liallKanie**, umia. t in ihe It.iv ,d |‘,g> opeiaiion was Prank 
Mnigis, Hu ll known as I Link I ioiu t. Nh„g,s u.is an Amciican 
soldiei ol Uii tune w ho h.id eiilr.leil with ( astio in the Sieiia M.ieslra, 
Mimegled guns lor C. slio, p.u.ided v.iili him inii> H.ivana and, for 
a short lime, ‘•eived a . C’uslio’s super . lair of eambling. 

\Mieii C’aslio decided lo eliminaU the casinos, Sturgis defected 
and claimed he hail I eeii woiking undercover against Castro all the 
lane.*' I he C I.A qnic'.lv lecruilcd Stuigis. He led seveial small pre- 
invasion lauK ag mot C.isUo and, according lo his own accounl. 
joined the Opcialion I oitv assassin.iiion squad, a special Cl A unit 
set lip to assassniale L a>lio Uwalists m post-invasion Cuba. 

Kichanl U hatiley. a fellow meicenaiy lined for the invasion, later 
recalled that .Miiigis had several visits from'l ralhcante," ‘*1 railicanie 
would order Sturgis to move his men and he*d vlo ii. Our ultimate 
conclusion was that Irallttanle was nur hacker. He was our monev 
man. According to souices m Miami, liallicanle also inliliraied 
Operation Poily with .Svndieale money and henchmen." 

As the invasion neaied, work began on a plot to demorali/c 
Castro s foues h\ ki'line llicir leader. Among those involvevi in this 
plot weie I lalhcantt, Sturgis, Hum and Kobeti Maheu, a Howard 
I lughes operative. 

I he C I.\ eventuallv tried several limes to murder Castro. President 
Johnson later d»scov*:red that *‘we'rc running a damn Murder Incor- 
porated in the Ctiribt'ean. ' Lansky had been the lirsl to pmpiise Ihe 
idea when lie plaie I a M milhon price on C'aslro’s life in lv5'^. 
Sturgis was still Castro's gumhiing su’pervisor when he heard ;ibnui 
the bountv from Hviiuni Levine. Lanskv \ manager at the ('omodoro 
Casino. Stuigis s;nd he passed the word along to his CI.A contacts. 

Hunt, as the H.iy of Pigs operations ollicer. ailded his personal 
reeommendiitioM in a memo sent to his CIA supeivi>ors in the spring 
of IWI. Th.il snmm. i the (astro assassm.iiion coiispii.uv began. 

Allen Hullesand I is deputies vlecided ni August I *Jf»tUo subcontract 
the job. Ihev enhsted help Irorn Kol'eii Maheu. an ex-PHI agent 
NW 10 had wvuked lor the ( LA under a special retainer since IV54.»' 
Mahcii. an eng.iging, Miiooih-ialkme opei.iior, lud ijuit the PHI in 
the early Pifnes to open a private deteHivo agency in Washington, 
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u firm that spcciali/cd in solving* problems outside the !u»rmal chan, 
ncls. At the (.lA he u;.s coiisuls*u:d ;i ci'nMiihin;t(e m.in. 

The CIA xMliculs aske.l Mahcii to enhvl Sviulic.tie men lor the 
Castro mull! I. ,i cu. lint; i») the l‘)75 C’luiich Senate coiiuniuee 
and aiiihori.' d i.t pay SlSn.ntX) h.r ilie hit. Maheu lohl the* 
Church corio.aUu; lu- h.-ai.iled miiially because he feaied the project 
miiiht interLie anh -.r. . h>i Ifowatil lIuitheN. who aUi> lu»l ic- 
lained Mal.e.*'i seiM.es. Ilui Maheu said he apteed to tin; assipn- 
menl after alormint*. Hui;he. ol tlie nuinler plot —anil, according to 
one NOtirce, p iinini* il.e billuinai c’s appuwa!. 

l or the pi ojcct Maheu called on John Koselli, Sam ( lianeana and 
. anio Irallicanle. Koselh and (iiancan i, like 1 1 alhcante, were 
memlxTs ol ihe Ssmhcale’s ruliia; elite. Koselli's home icriilory was 
I-asNeeasand Cuaiuana’s was C hkai»o-.bnt Ihev had helped admin- 
tsiraic t'ae SNndicale*s C tiban t'j'ei.iiums. 



The CIA wanted C astro’s muuteiefs to be subtle. Tlie CIA’s first 
proposed ^vveapon, accordine, to ibe Cluireli eommiitee, was a box 
c*f Castro N lavorite eiyais ciuitaminaleil with a botulnuim itixin ”so 
poiem that ». person would die alter putiini* one in lus inoulh.” Mni 
after Maheu’s discussions with the S>ndiealc Icailers. the CIA opteil 
for ii plan hi .spike Castro’s lV>od with poison pills lhai wouUl leave 
no trace in an autopsy. | rallicantc I'ountl a C uban einii^re w ho claimed 
to know a waiter at u rcslaiiram wl*cre C’.istio iVecpiemK tiinevl. In 
early 1%1. accordinK to Senate leslimniu, M.dieti delivered the 
poison pills and SIP, 000 m CIA money to Ssndicaie men m a rende/.- 
vous at Miami’s l•ounUlmeblcau Iloiel.’* 

\Mien ncsvspaper beaiUines reported soon afterward that Castro 
was sick, Maheu allepedly phoned a Svndicate contact and exulted. 

Did >ou see the paper? Castro’s ill. Wow, wc pot him.” llui Casiio’s 
illness was not related to Ihe CIA-Syiulicale assassination attempt* 
the pills apparently never leached his table. The C'lA blamed ilte 
failure on a Castro w him to slop catini* at the tlesii*nate<l restaurant.'^ 

I he failed assassination was not the only setback in the grandiose 
p an to retake Cuba, kichard Nixon had been ileleaied in the b)f*0 
presnlcnlial race, a turn that seemed to ini|ie.''il ilte entre scheme 
According to Colonel I'muty. the CIA had ileU yed the Ibv of I'igs 
invasion because it expected a Nixon adnnnisiralion to approve any 
anii^astro plan regardless of international repercussions. Instead 
Inc CIA now had to obtain John Kennedv’s support. 

‘^*'y Pli'H as a fail accompli. 

\\ hen Kennedy Kcame president.” Prouty explained. ”tic was sud- 
denly told tlir It.iv I'l Pi^.s was going to mvidve an invasion, lie had 
no Choice I .1 to go along.” UA director Allen Dulles warned Ibc 
young piesidcni ib.ii if be callcti olf the plan, Iheie would be a ”dis- 
l^sal problem” with the UA s 1 'OO c.mIc snld.ers. “We can’t have 
litem wandering around the country telling eseiyonc wb.ii ibev'vc 
been doing,” Dulles told Kennedy. 

On April 17lh. 1%I — three months after Kennedy took onicc— 
the CIA army stormed the beach at the ll.iy of Pigs.' Ibc American 
people were led to believe the invasion was a righteous attempt Iw 
exiled Cubans to reclaim their bomeUtiul. Hut, under ilie friendly 
^cori of a CIA man, four of Lansky’s casino ( peialors waited in !i 
Itoai a few yards olfshore. And poised in llte Il.ibamas with enough 
gold to reopen the I las ana lal'les was a rrallkanie lieulen.int. 

Unexpecieilly, Castro’s patrols spotted the invaders and attacked 
with devastating firepttwer. The CIA army, accustomol only U> mock 
bool-camp batiks, scaiieied m dismay intt> swamp .nul iunele CIA 
olhcials informed Kenned.v ili.it. if the imasio > p|;,„ w.’is ti> be saU 
vaged, .Air l orce bomlvis wmilil base to lly in with air caner h^r the 
CIA soldiers. Ilul il was a need that went ummt. (’a>tm hail alerted 
Ihe Soviet Union. Undei that circumsianee. Ktamedv leaieil dial a 
U.- . an attack on ( ub.i would be blai.mi pii»vocaii*'n He lefused 
to send in the planes and the C I A army IWI mgl muui-.K into Caslio’s 
prisuner-of-war camps. 

’’Noesenl sinccHhc conmu..;i/aiion ofC'bin;. in b> W lus bad Midi 
a proloiiml cllevl on the t iim .1 Si.oes .trd ,l^ .d.ies a-, tiv deb-.u ol 
he U.S.-iramedCulun iiu.im n hiig,ule at tlie .las ol I'lfs.” I lowaid 
Hunt ..«vr wrote. Ib.nt l.l.iM-d Keiiiiedv’s “ . ‘i.o.d ”’ nf the C lA 
aiuirellJIK ssubseviueni ,iv. aig.iium wasiiv.ndeil ’to w hitewash 



the New I-ronlier hy heaping guilt on the CIA.” Allen Dulles was 
Mmil.n ly ouii.i:e»I. 

Kennedv’s appiaisal was signilicantly dilTerent. He saw* himsdf 
viciimireil by the ( l A’sn-i kless uiuleMstmuium •d C'a arn’s sli uieih. 
He fell the ( I A had mi .led him and exploited his l.iek of execuiivc 
expel lence. Jl K li»ld an aule b.e w.inleil to ’ splinter the CLA uUo a 
llunisand pieses and swaltei it tivihe wm»ls.” 



l or nearly a decaile Allen Dulles had been running Die CIA. The 
May of Pies invasion ha<l been the agency’s most aiiibiimns proiect 
ever. Dulles liimsell Icul Mipeivoed ilte ae.eney’s aiili ( .isii o alli.nu e 
with the .Syiidii.ite. All memos about the ( •.e.im ;us,iv>iii.iln>n plot 
according to C IA depnly iliiector Kidianl Ihssell. led gone nnlv l.I 
Dulles. I bonus Dewes also bad taken lime out I’toiii !iu W.dl Sueet 
law piaciue. avCiMiimg to Cl A souues, to help set up Iumu gio: ps 
tv) funnel luiuK to the Cl A .nmy. C’uha w.is to have Ih:cii the ( lA’s 
linesl hovir. 



When Kennedy crilici/ed the CIA for the May of Pigs failure, he 
was avlvling insult to Inimilialion. Mul histhieals toaNdish tile agency 
were not t.iken seimusly. I he C I.A was still a sacreil iiisiiiution with 
many cardullv cullivaled liieiuls. Kenneilv backed ilown Ihe 
agency Mayevl. Mul be did loue out Allen Du'lles m the fall of P)n|. 

10 replace llie longume d.ueclor. Keniieilv appointed a compromise 
.selection. Wall .Siievl lawyer Jidin .McCone. Dulles, howevei left 
behind his master sindenl. kichaid lldms. as CIA deputy dirccior 
ol plans. Since .McCone was a newcomei. he allowed 1 lelms to keep 
Ins job, which gave Hdiiis jurisiliction over the C l \’s ••iluiy tricks” 
division an.l oihei vieep-cover covei i activities. Helms immeduidy 
resumed the CI.A’s piivaie war against ( astro. 

Kenneviy, milled at C astro for the inlei national embarrassment 
did am u»ri/e some rurihei C IA activities against lire C’asiro govern- 
ment. Mul he appaienily wanleil them hmiieil to the small-scale 
im-and-run raids 1 isenliower had allowed. »*• Umleietied, the C IA 
ignorevl those limits ami letunicd to its coiispiiacy to assassinate 
L astro * C I.A ollicials began discussing plans that called lor planting 

11 iHimb-lailen seashell on the ocean lloor where Castio likevl lo go 
sculu diving or giving Castro a diving suit smeaietl with a vleadly 
fungicide. I he CIA aUo reactivated plans l*.>r hnim: Syndicate assas- 
sins. CIA Olhcials apparently tried to win Kemiedv’s ai'proval but 
as mr its Ihe C luirch commit Jee could deieimme. the Jinency’s ‘Mirw 
tricks division carried out these murder plots vvillunil JI K’s s.mc- 
lion.'*’ 



Die simmering tension I'etween Kenncily and Ihe CI.A Hared up 
in October Ibn: dm mg the C’ubm missile crisis, lop CIA ollicials 
viewed tile crisis as a picluvie to a second Cubanjnvasmn and alerted 
llte Mirvivmg iHv of Pig> ai iiiy lo stand i early. Mul Kenneilv *s rieeo- 
nations with the .Soviet Union piodiued an oppoaie leuili. Ihe 
.Soviet Union agieul to willuliaw ii> missiles from (’uha, and Ken- 
nedy promised lo end ;he U.S.’s umlercover war agaiitsl C.’asiio. 

Kennedy pron.|Mly ordered ihe CIA to Mop org;.ni/.«y nnii-ciiMro 
raids arid to idweive sciiipulously the new truce, lly the bill of pibl 
Kenneviy was reaching foi a foimal vleieitte with coiiimunisl Cuba. 



,V-'- 

.lie liwXir" ' ■" 

IdeU "II kkO:"'’ 

• ' •"» niv; uiitov.il ill tu.hiUl.Mv k.iiJct-. 

V I ., 1,0 V .. ... 



l-M- 



{ KP.NNI nv AnMINISTIlATlON’S l■■AII.UI<l■; 

ii /X *•’ ri'st* ic C'ulv.j\ prc*C';i>irvn also h.tvl m- 

t*»ri Kii lutui Nixon, \slu» pnNul> uphr:ii<.tcii ihc 
porsiiU'fU lor lH.Miit;sn|( nn('a>iro. I he lormer viie- 
^V*‘i ^ reverse ihe new C itlvnr polic> hy 

‘'‘’i- Kif'iu l\ Iroin the White l.louse m Itnt 

M Kemivrdy % ro.irmy: populariiv aiut Nixon’s enih.it rassuu! 

iV'^t- 1 til.lornia ].'iihei iui«iri.il r.iieili''ve Nixon 
into iine\iH:xled p aitu.il sei.liiM<Mt — il.tshine the Impex of 
the Cl'\. the .Sxiuiie.ile, llow.iot Ihie.lies aiul .ill otlieis \\lu> liavl 
invested in him. 

Nixons demise seemed in assure that .11 Is uoiiM he presiileni 
lhroui:h l*)f*S. Altei Ih.ii, KeniusK's vomii'ei hioilui lxt»lvii sioml 
an excellent ch.iiue ot iiilinitine. the pu adeiu v I’m eielil iiioieviMis. 
Ily that time it iniplit he lo.i late to undo all'tlie Kennedy policies! 

I he Syndicate, in p.irticiilar. vv.is Miiremii* mulei the new ailministia- 
lion. JhK lUil iii>piiinted his hrolher attomev ye leral. Ilohhv had 
been an investigalur ami Jack had iven a senator on the McClellan 
.Senate committee when it declareil a war on I'lyani/ed crime m the 
Uuc Fifties. In N61 the Kennedy administration picked up vvhete the 
McClellan committee left 

Robert Kennedy quadrupled the si/e of the Justice IX-partmenlN 
organized crime and racketccrmi; division aiul compiU\l a ”hii list" 
of 4.W .Syndicate targeljNear the lop of the list weie ChieuKO ilon 
Sam Ciiancana. New Oileans don Catlos Maice.lo and a business 
partner of theirs— Trainster president Jimmy I li'jfa. Ul K had dis- 
covered llotfa's links to the .Syndicate while on the McClellan com- 
mittee, and his pursuit of the IcamMer boss had developal into a 
public vendetta. Holfa reialiaied by campaigning for Nixou in h)f>0. 
Ni.xon, in turn, intervened at the Justice Oepaitmenl to hold up a 
HofTa indictment for misuse of union ruiuls. 

Hut once K IK look command of the Justice Derarimcnl, he moved 
quickly against I lotla, levelmi*. charges of jury tainpering, kickbacks 
and a S2 nullion pension fund swirnllc. I lie young alinrney general 
also initiated dcporiaiiun proceedings against Carlos Marcello. 
When he began investigating .Sam Ciiancan.i, however, he found the 
mobster involved in a cliscoiicerting de.d with the CIA. 

The Cl A. he learned, was a partner with ChancanaSn the Castro 
murder plot, lU K was furious, but not shocked. Huring his Mc- 
Clellan committee tenure he had tried unsuccessfully to subpoena a 
Las \egas mobster on the Cl.A's proiecicil IinI. “You can’t touch 
me, the mobster had boasted, “rvc got immunity.” 

As aiiorr.ey general, howevci, Ul K ilid m'l .seem as intimidated 
by Syndicate lOUs from the CIA. In the sumiiicr of I9hj Jusiuc 
Department investigators shadowed Ciiancana ..o tenaciously that 
the mobster asked for judicial relief so he could play golf without an 
audience, RFK later hadr him booked bi icily on contempt charges, 
the first lime since l‘J42 that Cii.incaiu hail seen a prison eetl.,»Tii the 
full of 1%3 Rl K announced he was taking lus best crime tighiers to 
Las Vegas, the Syndicate’s biggest domc^.tic gambling cenierjand the 
home turf of John Roselli, another of the C IA’; paMnerx in crime. 

At the same tune John Kennedy began enforcing his ban on anti- 
Castro activities, a policy that promised to eml any eliance for a 
Syndicate leturn to Cuba. In the summer of l*)'>J | |t| agents were 
sent to the l.ouisiana della whcic they Inoke up ;.n anii-Casiio camp 
und seized a Icrroiisi iirscnal-dynamiie. bomli casings. Mrikei as- 
^•mblies, primer eoid and blasting caps, I hec:imp had l>eei\ run by a 
CIA front group and had Itcen rented by ih.e hrotlicr of a foimcr 
Cuban casino owner. In September the Kenncde government issued 
tough-mmded warnings to six anli-Casiro partisans; among them 
WM Frank Sturgis, then piloting B-52 raiiK aga.nM Castro. 

Castro responded with a mcs^ago, sent through diplomatic chan- 
nets, asking Kennedy fur a pe. a'nal audience t.i ducuss impmvtni* 
relaiioris between the two go.ornments. Keniud> seemed willing’ 
He auihon/ed a French journ., list to serve as hi> pel son., 1 emissai'v 
in sounding out Castro’s ideas 



Cusiro M Kennedy w:,s s.ncerc in this overture. In tm interview 
after Kenned) .s dentil. tiiMro li.ul this asvessme.u of the Amer.cnn 
prciidenl ; I Ic took innny mejsures aeninM us. Il,,t I spenk lo you in 
.III •"’'-t'-'ty and try to kivc you the opinion I have of Kennedy. I say 
that truly he was one of the few men who had enoueh e.iiHare to 

question a pohey and change it." ' 

Hut as Kennedy move.1 closer to a U..S.-Cuba rapprochement he 

nIdL-s mm '-nforgiving anti-Castroimi. 

Hr. k- '">>|‘:I'I'IIS 111 their resiMaiia- to C'.isiro 

Hut Kennedy told fnends he fe.ued the agency h.nl heeome loo 
au onomous. He felt that the CIA's “dirly tneks" division parlicm 
larly was not respoiuting to presiilemial orders. John MeC\.iie is 
Kennedy s C lA dnecioi . seemed »,n, ill,,,,. „r uiiaWe lo meieoii.e'lhe 
in.lciietnlcm n ,l,„e of Ihe ( I.Vs oUl-Inne eoveil opeiatois. l-m.illy 
111 mid-NoveiiilH;r l%,t, Kennedy oideted his aides to gel iea.lv hir a 
more Ihoroiigh houseeleanmg at Ihe agency. 

^.*'',s 'll '"'r'’’ *° l^•f'■'rc 

trawdmg to IJallas for a November 2;nd motorcade. On iliat same 

day Kennedy s emissary opeiie,! talks uilli Casiro m I lavana And 
aeeorilmg to the Chnreh committee, the CIA also chose Novemlier 
-nd to begin yet imoiher plot to assassinate Caslm.-in eoniinniiig 
defiance of Keniieviy s new policies. ’ ^ 

Uul by c»d of the ikiy Kennedy's plans were dead with their 
patron m Dallas. 

The W'arren Commission investigated the Kennedy asieissinalion 
and, after ten months, attributed it to the personal derangement of 
Lee Harvey OswaKI, whom they dcscrilvjil as a pro-Castro zealot 
The commission’s ollicial report made no mention of a conspiracy 
to Kilt Kennedy, even though two commission l.iwycrs raised ih.it 
possibility during Ihc invcsligaliiin. Aceoi.ling to a‘i doeument dc- 
classihed a i.eeadc later, the l.iwyers were worrieil llijil f Kwald had 
heen used as a palsy hy ami-CasIro fanalies. "Hie moiivc of this 

the l.os u.louemem ..mho, ii.es and the public would ll.e.i hi., me the 
os'e Ihrow'^^^ ‘’=> .oho govei II, nenl. and the c.,11 fur ils roieelul 
ecV. ,d T , '*ro,e m a memo. "A 

end ''OlHl-ully. to 

Although Oswald was never ollicially ideiitilied as a CIA aecnt 
low 1 e T ,”m to the iK-haviorof a 

L h.id been gntn a lop secuiily clearance to a ClA-sp„„s„icd U-t 
"t J-I’an. Shoilly iliercalter. Oswald defected to the Soviet 
Uruon soiiiclunv paying a M.Miil travel hire even Ihougl, his bank 

pl.inni d U. give military secrets lo the .S.iviels. Ilm ihe U.S S K 
according lo a roimcr .Soviet agent, was convinced that Oswald was 

f Of Ife.as0n, was handed 

back hisciii/cnslup p;ipcrs. 

•riten. m the M.mmer ol IW,.t. Oswald surfaced in New Orleans as 

esi enuh'.' f ' «ith h.o.velf as Us only nieinher. 

c spun he s.immc, ihe e>e ol Ihe local media, as if he wame.l lo 
L fui,c.MuK-icd h.r Ills pm C astro antics. Me distnlnilcd pm-Casiro 

Kmh ' «''''<‘ttsiroile.s. Osw-ild-s |.ro.('asiro 

Ul K s seemed siispeci Iveausc they weie slamped vviili the address 
a luildmg used l.y a C IA rront grm.p-tl.e anh-Caslio Cuban 

; I “ Ol the same literature weie found 

atcr III the possession ol C.uy Hannisler. a foimer I III agent with 
.^•etions ,0 Uohet .Maheii. New (..leans don Ca.lo: Mldlo 

I ■csulem. 1 lusc ,s ev,.!v,Ke.'l„.w«ser ll,.,i I K ,ul., , 1’"' ‘ 



rius uiamtNianiinl cvuluncc sccmctl lo vu;'p*'« l ihcoiy of 
iwt' i'oiiimisNuni l.iuNcis ilul ()sv\.il»l w.is an luvAiUmn pa\\n in a 
conspiraL\ In fiaim* C‘a*.lu> lot Krtuirtl^’s imntliM Uni llic lluTiy 
!>hll lacked I hen Nc'.v UiUmiin ilivtiiLi atUMnee Jnii Ciams *n 

amu>u(K'cd in l'X»7 ihal lie liavl seemed llie proof, lie named C*l ly 
Shaw, David I emc and Ldpai l .uycne Urailley as members of ino 
conspiracy. Ciarnsoirs insesltpalion was burdened wilh several un- 
reliable wiinesses.lunseNei, and soon noiindeied.Shaw\sasacv|uilled, 
I’criic tlicd and Uradley was shown lo be the vluim of a imstakcu 
idenlilicalion,** lUii Cjurrison’s proln: did proiluce some new evidence, 
Richard Helms, who hail lx*en promoted lo the CIA diieciotship 
in apparently look CiariKon setiou.^ly. Dining Ciairison's 

proseciilion of .Shaw, a New Ui leans biiMnessman. Helms became 
especially ansioiis. Victor Marcheili, a noieiaker for CI.\ sfalV meet- 
ings at the lime, later recalled dial I lelnis repeatedly asked his depu- 
ties: “Arc we giving Shaw all the help we can 7“ 

Garrison claimed he had lost his ease the day David I’crrie died. 
Garrison had ctnmlcd on l errie to turn stale’s evidence, ('ll! l ebruary 
I8lh, 1^67. Garrison liad revealed him as n member of the alleged 
avs;\ssinulion I'lol. I'oui days later I'crric was found dead of a 
nuissivc brain hemorrhage.-* 

ferrie had a curious background that included woik for both the 
CIA and the Sxndicalc. Hie Cl.\ h.id iiNcd him dming the Ikty of 
Rigs prepat almns to train pilots lor the invasii>n. and he had showed 
up again iii as an inslructoi in an anli-C*astro camp outside 
New Ot leans. At the .same lime he was serving as a pilot and legal 
investigator lor Carlos Marcello, a S\ndic;tle leader with a personal 
Make in Cuba. On the day Kennedy died, I erne ami Marcello had 
been logeiber m a New Oi leans couiiioom attending Marcello’s 
trial on cliaiges that giew out of RI K’s ailcmin to deport the New 
Oi leans don, I erne was a iledicated im/t-Casiroile. At one point he 
grt>iised aloud that Kennedy “ought to he slun** for his role in the 
Uayof Pigs. Uiil t.ianison found seveial seemingly credible witnesses 
wlu' lesuiicil that I cine had K*en seen vonleiring pnsately with Lee 
Halves DswaUl in late suminet I'hi.t. a lime when Oswald was 
making public claims or/7.»-C:isiroism. 

Also in late summer l*K*.l, remecallal llieC*hic;*gi» phone number 
of n young vvoinan who, on the ilav Ivh'ic Kcnncily’s death, arriveil 
in Datlay m the conipan> of a man wlui met twice that night with 
Dallas nightclub owner Jack Ruby. I he next lueht, alter Oswald’s 
capture, beme took a !iuriie»l aiul unexplained llt^w'-mile car rule 
through n ramsidtttt to a lloi>*avn icc link. I here he numc'pidi/ed 
a pay phone l»ir several urgent calls. Hmii slater Ruby went lo Dallas 
police headipiailers anil guiineil down Osw.iUI, 

Altcrwnid. Kubv allegedly told his psywhiatiisl that he had been 

part ol a plot to kill Kenned)’’ ami aKo said he had expected the 
Kennedy assassination to lead to another Cuban invasion. Hut the 

alien Commission decided that Ruby had acted atone, out of a 
ps>chotic patiiotisni, ami ihseoiinted a memo pieparcd hy two com- 
mission investigators that proliled Ruby as a lackey with .Syndicate 
connections. 

At age 15, Ruby was running errands for I rank “1 he linforcer*’ 
Nitty, heir it> .\| CaptMie's C'hicago ganglaml empiie. He became a 
siiiidl-time luiMler. selhiu* “up slicets” at laceliacks and peddling 
j^hli’walk w iiihcs. In l‘b'7 lie obtained a top p»'siUon m the .Sciap 

Zu M.iluu li.ul wnikal mulcr It.uuiiMcr when b.nh were .menis in Ihc I lU's 
rinc.ii-.o iMiicni amuK WmM W.»r II ll.niniM.i l.iiu \uwauw ;i iniv.nc invcsli- 
.111(1 hn«a >mh hi. -.lill.i., .M.mrlhi tlni Ihimn .1. • \ in..|.n pti ...ogMinni 
w.(% li|!hlim; e.*Miimnnon In pi'-i 1 ,^ ||»c Anti CiMnnnnnsl I c.ipie of 

Ihc ( ,irihh(..in. Ahiwli p.irt m lln,* ( hMUin.il.in (.onp U'ci.ii (h.ii limit 

helped orehc^ii .ite Inc Ihe (*IA, 

21 . CMinsiiirs iiivesliiMii.m app.irenlb nnvrook Ih.nlley lor r.ii>:ene Hale 
Ih.idinp. Ai,(o(aini: In IS fer Sojv'. .1 ptire wininni* I o> An-tehs ncwMiun, 
Ui .uhni: lf.nl .( Xen (hle.it's (*ihve in ihv* ^.niu* iMnhhnv* and on ihe s,nne rt*'»'r 
.1* n.iNid UiM. Ih.nhnp. and J.uk « iiUy ,d \ imi.vI ih • v.nn.* 1 > dl.i . »nlKC ihe 
d. y In-Io 4 c Ihe Jl K .iv..iv.in iiion linm ai.iUls .imr ihe .ca.!- A m.Uton. Itr.idinn 
w A pnCed ii|* .U Ihe Hei;e hnl w.is ule.ised when he l.dd poluc he w.is .m ,nl 
ei iip.iii) reptvAvni.iijxe llt.nlmii’s le.d |o?*, .neotdme to Ni(x,a, w,i% lerryin,; 

i. .It riKMies loi ihe Syiulu.tlc I lie W .men l.\Mi*miv\nni, howcvei. le.irncd in^nc 
ol this inloriiMtioii. 

... 1., i.el S .(he, .A pnr.d Iricnd of l irffie's who hail l.O.en p-iil ».i .iUti-C.istm 
r.« Jv wiih hni. w.n fwuivd shot ,ind h.ueheled to de.uh on ilic s.ni.c day I crne 
d* d. 



Iron and J *iik Il.t idlers l.'iuon — wlr h iMie MU report described as 
“laigel) a M.akedo.vn opeiaiion.’’ I v.M ve irs later tbe union’s founder 
was imirtli'ed. Rab,* was lieKl brieli* fur questioning but was not 
charged in ilsecase. 

RoK-il Kcmned> later singled out ihai murder as a crucial step in 
llie S>mhcii:e*s takeover of the C'liK.igo union. Raul Dorfman be- 
came union preside 11 ami, a(.cordii g to RI K, quicklv formed an 
alhancc with Jimmy Holla. “Raul Dorfman and Jimmy 'llolfa areas 
one,” Kennedy wrote in //i<* llnanv ir////m. “Lvervwherc Holla 
goes, Doi fman is clcse by.“ Ity lUbJ C liicago don Sam Giancana and 
Carlos Marcello sli.ued in his fiienddiip.*’ The lV5n Kefauver com- 
riiittec found Ruby had links lo Dave Varas, a member of the same 
Syndicate circle as Dorfman and I h lla. 

Ruby wcul lo Da'las in l'J47 to open a nightclub. In lV5b the PHI 
received a rcptul “that Ruby is the [SvndicateJ payoif man for the 
Dallas police depai'mcnl.” 

In August 1V5'> Ruby visited Cuba at the invitation of Lewis J. 
M:\Villie. a foimer World War 11 black nia.rketecr and manager of 
the I mpicana Casmo— a man Rub>- stiid he "idoh/ed."-“* At the time 
Lansky slid was hnpaig Castio miglii keep the casinos open and 
Ruby apparently was olfercil a casinojoh. Ruby staved for eight days. 
Uien returned the next month for a iwn-d.iy visit. | lo did not lake a 
job but lie dill coi tact KhIxtI .NKKeowii, a lormer gunrunner lo 
Cuba. According to NkKeown. Ruby olfeied S15.iWni for hcl|> in 
freeing thiee men bem;* held in Cuba. McKeown s.ud Ruby told him 
someone m Las Ve-as was linancuig the project. Hut the deal appar- 
cnily fell through. 

In I'Jfil .Me\\ illic left Cuba for Nevada, where he icnk a job ai 
the Cal-Ncva Lodge, a hotel casino in which Chancan:i allegedly held 
an inleresl. Hy the 1 both Kuby and Me Willie were outspoken foes 
of the new Ciihaii 1 .'gmie: the Wanen Kepori descrilxs MeU ilhc as a 
’’violent anii-Ca*,U.)iie.’* According to several witnesses, Kuby went 
to visit McWillie m l.as Vegas in Ocliiber ivn.t.. 

That same month Kuby made sevei.d other calls to men with. 
SvmJicaicconnecmms. Calls went to R.iul Doifman. HMlfa’s trusted 
conlidaiii; liwni V.eiiiei, anmhcr Holla adviNer wiili coniuctions to 
the .Syndicate’s Chicago chapter; and llainey Haker. describevl b, 
RolXTl Kennedy as lU'lfa’s “amhass.ulor of violence.’’ Rl K\ 
Jusiicc Dcparuiicm bad pul Haker mjail but he was leleascd shorllv 
before the assassinaltnu. 

Ruby did not espl.im why he was talking lo I folia’s friends. Hut a 
major lopic of con-.er* iticn m the I loila circle during iViO and MrA 
was the Kennedy ;ulmini-.Uation. According to lldward Grad' 

1 aitin, a Haton Rouge leamster otlici.d. Holla Cximplaineil that 
•’something has to K* done aKiul lhat little s.o.b.. Hobby Kennedy” 
and suggested blowing up ilie atiurney general in his convertible 
Carlos .Marcello also had asked for revenge ag.iinst the Kennedvs, 
according to u M.ircelUi iissouaie wlu> talked to a government in- 
vestigator. Marcello allegedly made a dram.iiie plea in a scciet Sv ruli* 
cate nieeung: \'Lnur>i na /»erru <// tu scurpu!" (“ fake the stone out ol 
niy shoe!”) 

.‘\l one poinl the Warren Conniiission did seem interested in 
whether Ruin lit into the Sviulicate lend wiili the Kennedys. It askeil 
Rich.iid 1 lelnis lo inusUg.ilc lies beiween Kuby and ”ihe I.as Veg.i . 
gambling. CiMutmiiulv.” bighl moiiilis laler Helms re|died that the 
CL\ had lound ”no iiifoimaiion on Ruby or his aciiviues.” 

Allen Dulles presumahly was tin* only Warren Commission mem- 
Ix-r who knew ol ih»: CIA’s alhan..e with the Symlicalc. Hut lie dnl 

..X, lit ln<«, .u\(U(!hk I(* /.i.v XI .If icU .iii ctli^n i- 

<priim Hi.g.i trom Ins liO-i.d poMu» cell AI I'n well dilur Ss 1 !ic.irc cliicfiain, 
inJmJmg SaiUn 1 r.illu.iiitc. M.irccllo uMovU i %\ m ltiim iiK* l..r ihc C 
pncnimcru ssiincss in ic...uU luv tcvtiimmy .sp . \ Mnif.i Mgi ilic wiuu . 

dcxliiicU 

2-1 In ^ Xl.uJi 2^ll>. I•>^r, nu'(n»(. lli,' | |l| ,,f* XtvSV»g(, 

links 10 the SstflKatc ”11 wMul.l ..ppc.if SKWi I . S> lutu.tii.- ..(n 

ncxtunis t!iruiiv;l. Ins .tvst.ui.tni mi m I l.is.nt.i. Cun.i, ' •• I r.illtu.tiiic 
(.uu!) Mc)cr .mil J.tkc l..iiivks,*’ 



not vtMunicci U' ImicI lIuroiluT commission mcmlvis. Nor ilul ltcs:*y 
unytliim* iiIhuiI ll;e m^viKy's vaiinus nss.is.inaimn |»ImIs~ whic'% 
nccorclmji to I um^. SUii»m>. had h^cn c\pamk*d lo mdm!c laip.c's 
within ihc U.S. alter the Hay of Pie>. (In a 1V75 mtciMcw. Sttirj: s 
said tlial in llic eaily SiMics he had lH:en asked hy a CIA ayenl to 
lake pail in an UM\pecilied "domestic** assassination.) 

I ltl agents intet viewed Stiiigis sluiitly .diet the a>s.issinaiion and, 
according to StoigiN, told turn; "I rank, d lliere's anyone capable of 
killing the piesuleni o| the United Slates, >ou*re one guy that can 
do it." Uut the 1 UPs investigation of the murder was no more leveah 
ingthan theCIA s. Nil diiector Hoover haiKircd an ahidinu rc>eni- 
ment ol the Kenncilvs. Hoovers ollicial posture was tlial the S>ndi* 
cate ilid not exist as the powei fnl oigani/ation p*Miiave*i hy the Ken* 
nedys. And he h.id Iveii einhaiiassed when Symlicate informant Joe 
V.d.ichi lestilied m IV(»2 to.i litany ol Sy lulicate ciimes— hrihes, eve- 
cuiions, naicotics deals, gainhlmg Nkims— in natumally televised 
hearings arranged by Kbls's Justice Department. 

Hut. frir the \Kaiien CommisMon Rei'»^it, it was the CIA and the 
Fill who weie doing the investigating, //rev were not beipg investi- 
gated. The Warren Commission was mildly troubled by Dulles's 
admission that the two aeencies—m keeping with their secrecy stand- 
ards— probably would not tell the truth about anv operatives in- 
voUchI in the a'Aassin.ihon. Hut n suppcesseil its vpiahns ami did not 
coiMvIer seriously the posstiMhIy that Symhcalt? leadeis ami anli- 
Caslro extiemiNis within the CIA conspired lo kill tlie presulcni. 



NCI- ruix or ki:nni dvs ur.srKicnoN.s 

A the CIA inlcnsilied its eMtirts to i^ct-r throw Castro. 

• Three months alter Jl K‘s death Cl \ agents were 
^ already planning a second invaM.«n iO C’uha. Howard 
*] I lunl was m chaige of the plan, aceoulmg lo investi- 
t gative lepoiler Tail S/ulc. As a piehulc lo the inva- 
j su»n, the CIA e^tuippeil :i Imman with an automatic 
^ y < 'astro. Hut, acciMiliiig lo S/ulc, the 

K-came disctnirap,cil when the a*ss;issm delayed 
the hit tiiul linallv was c,tup.hl hy C'astio's nu'ii. 

Most. CIA (Miicials l^egan to concede C'lilvi lo communism. 
Castio s invlmci for survival was uncanny . Ami Vietnam was luiing 
U A dirty irickers" to the other side of the vunld. I Imnigh the mid- 
Sivlics there were more assassination attempts ag-niiNi Castro and 
more harassment raids lo Cuba. Hut by P)(>5 the CIA had abandoned 
the second ttnasion plan. 

My then the Syndicate also had lost interest in Cuba. Meyer Lansky 
had lound a r)evv home for the Mob's ollshure gambling empire in 
Ihe Maliamas. ' 

I he llahamas held some of the same attractions as Cuba — an easy 
plane trip fiom the mainland, hule-aiul-seek las laws, the vvaim 
assurance ol Ivnien weather. I here was no H.iiisia. Mut there was 
?f><t-pi»un(l Sir .Siallord S.inds, the Minister of I iiiance ami l our ism 
ami a pohlKian of pouine huild and apjviite SaiuU was boss of the 
May Street Hoys, the him tif udonial mt uhanis ami puliiiciaiis who 
ran iheaii hi|i« |ii)‘.oof p.iliii ne«-s.uul while sand 

Sir St.ihmil l.iler te.iiheil ih.ii I ansky h.ul apiMo:uhcil him in 
with a hub, of million to K- il-posiied m a Swiss bank ac- 
umnt III reiuin for a (Viiilk*;iie of I semption, a picvC of Iciialese 
neeik-il to op, late lasmn in ihe Mali.mus. Sii Sl.illord el.iiinrd lo 
h.ive refused ihcollei Instead he Imetl out his lei-al lak nis it) Svndi- 
cate Inml men; lor this, .Sialford collecKd ^1 S million tn legal fees 
and Lansky's men e»n the ( eiiilicaie of I xempiioii. Ihe casinos 
opened HI |WM jo theallendani I'u// of the intei n.tln>n;d jet set. 

Mut ^l^ Stalford*s atiangement with the Sviulit.de iveanie so 
blai.int It any., led |.>t at llahamians. "The natives were o-Mk-ss " 
Clime reporter I lank Mcssiek wrote, "aiul Cuba hail pioved iheilan- 
ivi iTIvitmneverythme on a manor a p,»liiical p.uiy ihai no loneer 
eiij*i>ycd pf'pular suppiMl II gambline w.in to survive in the M.ih.imas 




Auor.lme, to Me.su k, what folk ved was the slickest maneuver 
c. ^ » n*-ineeieil I'is own revoluiu»n against Sir 

.s.allord by b,ivme • n aitle lvi(»me * scuei informant ami leak cer- 
tain inlormalion alnui th.e Syndic.de deal w,th Sands. According 

< lP«-//.S/n-er d-e/rm// a Pulii/er I'li/cand led lo 

Sir Matford s sudden relircmenl m 1 /fi7. 

A new piu-rimu i I hca.lul hy H.ih;.mi:in.horn l.yndvn O. I’mdlini; 
rcp.awd i.ic ll.iy Siv. i Hoy,, |•lndlmt! looked as shinini; «nd ik-an 
the- sun m Ihc Uu, M.ssick disyoscrcd that Umsky 

scuctlv h.til shoscloj Ihous.mds ol dollais into the s.impaii;n that pul 

I’mdang in iilhee. ’ 

lo comiileie the houscclcanine. Lansky's front men also 
vverc rcmoyeiL Ihe p.ew power tn ll.ihamian g.:imbling K-came 
.he Maiy Carter l*,nui Cmnpany. On the face of it iheic seemed no 
.eason why an ob.cuie piini company should venture into the 
.pmhling Iva .iness- or why the Mahamian government 



[Cofir. /rom M)\ shi iild Id it. Hut 
ol ,Sir Slalfoid s ilnal irans- 
aclions h.ul been to give Mary 
Carter I'.iinl a C’erlilic.'iie of 
l Acmplion in exchange for S24t),- 
»•»»» in Ici-al fees. 

M.ny Caller rant, aui^i’iling 
ltd I A s»uti\.es. wa> a ( l.\ fii»ni 
gi‘»up. ti It III Iviii set rp hy 
I lioinas I H wey ami Allen I Julies. 

In I'J5S Dewey ami Si>me liicnvls 
iHuig.hl CiMiti idling ni’eicsi in the 
C i<»sby Miller Coii'iMation with 
S? indluMi in ( I \ nuiuev from 
Dulles, who was si ill t l.\ diiec- 
ti'i. A year l.iti? ilu- Cu'-.bv 
Millei ( Inpiiiata'n in* • with , 
the p.iim cinnp ui,. Dm me the i 



Lanskyskim.*’ Mut tlten Lansky’s 
men forntal'.y withdrew, leaving 
the lielil to Kesous. 

Kcsoiis Incil to appear sepa- 
rate and distinct fri>in Lansky. 
ii-gi>ron^ly appl.nulmg itself as 
Ml alternative ii» Syndicate gaiii- 
hliii!'. Mill Isest'iis h.til not 
'cveied all Syndu.iie ties. As 
casimt manager n h.ul hiial 
I il.lie Cellini. buMher id' a li>p 
I aioky liciiii naiii vvluv. accoiil- 
ing i*» a Senate inveNlieatiitn. in- 
tuvencil at l<esiitl^ lo jobs 
loi ivvii bieiiiU. \iul .t^coiiling 
!i‘ swi'in tcslimiMiv ht*in Symli- 
vaie mt.nin.tni Vaikcnt leies;t. 

I innketeets vitnlimieil t*i necvl 



i».. .ri, , ,1 mnseieers oiimmieii t*i necvl 

M.iy of I igs opciaiuMi 111 lnf.*iatul ; i i.- , , 

ini 1 ... I . / • Laii.ky s peiniisMi'ii \o bottk 

acLou itio ii' ( I A v.im. . . 



I**td. aui'uliiu; ic' ( LA s*»iuv.i*s 
M.uv ( aiier l.nimleietl ( 1 A 
IMynienis to ilie Cuban csilc 
a I my. 

Ill IVft.^ the luripany K\anie 
pa.ri ii| a I Inrul:i -.vandal after it 
keuied SliHi.niin i,» pro- 

moters wnli alk-i-.i-vi S’, lulls ate 
Citmieciions. Mut -.vivtii .ilTerw.-ul 
ihetninpany K-gaii l*!iv!ng. t.uivl 
in the Maliamas, sok! its Maiy 
C alter p.imt ihvisii*n .md sulvse- 
cfueiitly avlitpls-il a hums soiiven- 
I tonal C.iiibbean ii.inic: Restuis 
Inti I naiiunal. 

ResiMls eiilen*'! tlu* i-ainlding 
Imimiu-ss III l•»^•^ :ui*udiiig. tti 
t L'\ Siuiucs. i,t give the ag.eiicy 
a eomlml h>i hiilmg nmney it 
si-mIs to eounleiinsiirg.ency I 
g.ioups III Cenlial am! .Si»niii 
Amci u.i Ks soi Is sl.n tcil as pai i- 
nets wiih tWii Syndisate Imnl 
men. .i cncumstaiiv-e that pn. 
su.uksi the Jiisiisc Dep.ii tmeiil's 
lop oig.iiii/e«l siinii* otliv'ia) to 
vvnii: ,t VMM lie* I ineiiui: I Ik 

atmo-.pheie seems iipe foi « 



j titen loufs ir.tii tlu* M.ih.iiiias. A 
1 ilisgi untk;l ResiM Is stockhokler. 
j siipe* ni.ii kv t hen HiiniiiiL-lim 
Haitlofd. I. del went tn cm! 

I com I hes.iuss* he believed the 
Re-**iis fvioiii columns wcie Ik** 
me iuecdcvl. ,i gi'lil*platc»l due to 
huMen patlneis, RcpiMter.s m- 
vcslig.devl aiv.l ciindmled that, 
hasisl 1*0 the ciicumdo.iniai evi- 
ileiue. I ansky was suH a imiviiij: 
lotve m ll.fh.imi.in eamlding. 

At the s.iinc lime, .^HXl miles 
away m Las Vegas, the .Symlicate 
was eli.uigmg the lace of its 
iloincstic l•anlldlnl•. empne. 

In I'M.^ wlifii I .uisky ‘s juniiu 
p. Miner, Muesy Sueel. ainved ii. 
Vegas, the town’s luturc scemcvl 
as checiless as the laiik-snakc-^ 
ih.ii siiiiid s’.iiity in ii\ v.icant 
liU'. ^CLt.ts slime lent. ill vdy lo ,i 
p.-'vh i*t ’.leseii, ■ s cliise lii ob 
livum as t’K* next * g. iliister. T hen 
Su.gsl 1 1 ag d ' • 'y 2 nulhon m 
Syndi.-at’ and began 

hiiiklmg Pt*- ‘-ii r 

Mill nci.el 



[ContJr,uit 77 \ ;irro)!;iiil ;uul 
s|Hii.ltluili n.iimc him 

Ikmh scvii'ii lhi‘ pr'Moci ihitMipli. 
Alu-i a ijiuiul Aiih I in 

l*M 7 . Sici^cl \v.is killed I';, a hircil 
gun who shot hmi ilniMiph his 
liMnv'ioomuinilovv.Neu I ansky 
associates. hc;nJv\l hv John Uo- 
sclli .mU Moc Daht/. ic|ilaa*cl 
Siegel. •• lU the mul-SiMies, La> 
Veeas was the Kiomtown of the 
West, eniiemg tlunisamU of men 
''ith it foiulness fm nei>n*lit 
kklies iuul a weakness (or hac- 
caiat an»l Waekjack. lUil then the 
Justice Departmenl laundied its 
k>iig-ilcla>al diivc to esposc 
S>ndic.tlc intluenu* in Veeas.'* 

I heicwasa kind uf iinresii.muMl 
feroutyiniheiiivcstipalion. Laio 
sky himself wa^ laier imJiued 
iMscd on evidence that he’d K*en 
skimming Vegas from l‘)fiO 
through ( I he indictment 

claimed l.ansky had taken S 36 
million out of just mie casino.) 

Uut in InhT, l.a^sky*^old front 
men tlis.ippeared from N’cjas. 
just as they did m the Ikihanuts. 
Hie man who Kiuglu them out 
w as I low ard I lughes. 

In H)f>5 llue.hes had elected to 
sell his I \V/\ stock rather than 
appear in civil court. I le had re- 
ceived largest 

single amount ever paid an null- 
viilual in the liisiory of American 
liuance. 

Hughes airivevi in Vegas bv 
private tram on November 27th. 

A irusk baeked up to ;i 
set vice elevator at the lX‘seri 
Inn. Hughes w.is eanied on a 
Ml etcher ftoiu the back of the 
truck into tlie elevuU"»r and was 
soon bairkaded in the ninlh- 
llov'f pemhonv.* of the hotel. 

Wiihm three years Hughes 
was Nevada’s biggest employer, 
with a pa V roll of ^50 million. He 
i'vvned a IV station, piime real 
esi.iie and a Mrliu*. of hotcl- 
Cioinos: i|ie Deseil Inn, the 
S.iikis, tile Tasi.ivvays. the I ron- 
tier, the I anilmaik and the Silver 
Slippei. Si.ite gaming ollieials. 
iisKurcd lh.it Hugl;e^ was teplae- 
ing the S>iulicalc. waivcil most 
rules— iiKludmg tlie submission 
ol a recent phol^>giap|i— .so tlie 

Dili a / li.iil n’-siKsI a ll.tv.tM i 

C. tsian auU, |«v iiu m\a h ul 

1 ai>ky |.,r Jn %c.»n. |a i*i7V 
M'lii/ i.itul ihictf «ivMt:ittv«l lilcit .1 

milittiii Mill .m.iinvi {•cntlutmt 

.iltvr the III u:.i/>irc avswnl.ctl turn .i*t ,i 
S>M tu.iicMuinl'*. r. I loAv.\cr. iii.i P‘»0 

w rw.TMit. n .V T*U;*|'v.l i*.,. I pj 

D. tit; i.u.KtC hiinxclf a.i!> U.ixvUi 

S.IM1 tii.iiu iM.i. *M seen wnh 

them, t it. Mi l thiiW i!in\ 

D.tlil/ s.iiU. iclcrniii; lo.i mcctmi: willi 



l»illion.iiii‘ onild ipiickly asstir e 
loiiltol (i| ih** town’s panibhi g 
biiMi;e'»s. Ilowaid lliiidtes h. d 

given Nevada ”tiie f fhur . 
Ai‘i 7 »/rre ^eal id appiov.it ” 
citivuil Ncv.ula eiiveiitor bail 
I .asalt. 

Hinvever. the Svndicate dull ’l 
step aside out of kiiulncsv l i- 
siead. acCiOiling t»> sevei il 
souices, tile Sviuluate fsMineil a 
pai tnership r»f sv mbursis with l ie 
Huglies oigani/alion. Hie Svn- 
dicate .supplkil t.isiiui i’Sperlr.e; 
Hughes lent the necessary le- 
speUabililv. 

A hint itial the Svjulicalc was 
still in business III I as \‘v gas came 
when Huglies tiled his ollicial 
casino winnings. I hey vvcieiiukli 
lower than the volume of plaving 
vvariaritcil, a vlelicn that indi- 
cated il big. lime lake-olf. 1 he 
Ifir// Strn l Jotannl reported that 
miliums Were Kang skimmed. 

'I he Syrulie.tte ilesperately 
needed a frimi. .Moe Dalit/, 
owner of the Desert Inn, was 
under investigation. So were 
Svndicate men at tire I'ronlier 
iiiul Samis. Huglies aborted these 
investigations by taking title to 
the three casinos. Itut lie kept 
Dalit/, anumg, others, around 
lot advice. *’ I lie m.my cimiaeis 1 
iiuule with Mr. D.ilil/ were made 
ill the specilie suggestion of Mr. 
Huglies, wherein Mr, Hughes 
wantcil the Kiielit of his think- 
ing.” Hughes aide KoKrl Maheu 
later e.'.pl.iined, 

Maheu. Ihce\-I HI agent who 
ha<! served as iniermevliary he- 
ivvecn tlie Syndicate and the 
C I A, handleil 1 lug.hes’s takeover 
in Las Vegas I luglies also giu 
help from Jr'hn Kosclli, wlio, 
along with an assoemie. collected 
S235.(^M) m liiulers fees in the 
sale of tile IX'seii lim and the 
.Sands. 

I hit Hughes Miecessfully stone- 
walled any sugge .lion that he vv.is 
now paiineis wnli 1 ansky. lake 
Kesoils in the Ikihamas, Hughes 
H:i/ed the iiievha with publieily 

lt«*'.vlli .nut Cii.iiKana. “Il u».v ihc 
\vh.*U- Mob up.*' D.itio is i j,»sc in 
lt»c le.imsk'rs la Ihc l.ilc Sishcs he 

IhV IIUC pail UAllvT 1*1 I .» t’l.Nl.i 

(. IHUUI.C I hit* Iie.ir S.iu Dici:.*. 
l*Ju II icv^ii .iMcirciUs Jm.it.icvt In yv? 

lu (c.'tit.tcr goo*nu iu.»iic> 
1.4 I I'si.i >crsca 4> .1 tv(.i.iii*c. pl.iec m 
pi'l lur ,StMMi\ While It. .use antes 
sslin were lu.ippiii}: oui Waici>:ate 
sti.iieev 

Ills' Justi.e I '^ep.if iMU'iiPs s\,ir 
r*u ihe Sm.!n.t:e nc»i'r re ii.Me.t ihe 
s mie f;;v.»r ali.r Ks*nueii>‘s 

luufiJvr, I'.v I*.; ••i.:;iiii/v(t crime 
Si.li *U w.i^ half .IS m.iliy il.iss 

,nnl hlutc SO ^ Is awi snufl hnefs lluii 
lvl*»rc ll'.e .iShiSsm.ithiii. 



tluil el.uiae*! j i i ihe oppo>tie. 
Ncvvspapeis and I 'lrsoion net- 
woiks. having iu» i h uue to i|ui/. 
Hughes, ikseplcvl iIcn line, as 
ilkl tl'.e Las Ni'gaseity f.iilreis .itul 
Ni.son’s Justice Depaiimeni. 

l<»>K*ri Kenned; left the Jus- 
lice Deparimenl in prr.-; lo run 
for ific Sen.ilc I'lesidcnt .lolm- 
soM. pieivsupied with '.'ieiiiam 
;i'*.d h.ippy :o Iv nd of Ul K for 
pi'litic.il reasons, liiiiual the job 
of Sviklis.ite-hummg |*,uk to J. 

I dgar Hoover. I lie I III dircslor 
dell.ital ihe.hisiive Dcparimi iit’s 
drive aeiinst I’lpam/cd crime 
aiul retiimcsl to his nuniber one 
convern- luuimliPg s.*iiiouim,u 
a:idoilk'n.idi,.i;s Hu-Ssiiduaie 
K'c.m to foosu Irom ihe Ken- 
nedy years. 

I or .1 while Kl K’nI*pI for the 
prcskleiuy m in.s ihicaiened 
the Syp.vhciitc. Itni ;m assassin 
endcvl the Kema .Is v«*it'.*^iisgn. 
Instead, Ukli.irv* Nivim was 
eleciesl. One ol Nison's lirst 
moves as | resulcni was in tire 
Kobcri • Morgentiiau Irom the 
H.S. ailoi nev’s loh in New ^‘oik. 
Motgenlhau. Ciinsidcred the 
liiug.hesi prosecutor Icll in the 
Justice I >cpaiimcni, had Ken in- 
vesiigaiing the S.iutk.itc’s con- 
nections in tlie Italiama » 

Nison h.kl Ins own It.ih.iiinaii 
connection. He h.id va».ihom\l 
there m I*>h2, v»»ntcmplatiiig the 
prosjvcts ofan imempUiscd p.di- 
ikian. .liter tuiiiMu* his b.uk on 
tlie voids and leportcis o\’ Cali- 
hum.i. I le h.id spent the nest 
hall-dcs ade pl.ivmg the role of 
Ucpublkaii gadtly .nut repaiiiiig 
his pidilu.il s.iicei". With siin.c 
lielp lioiii Ihoio.is he 

also bcv.ime a W ill .Street l.iw.i r 
with new* voiuavis m tlie corpo- 
rate esiahlislnncnl. 

In J.mnaiy lUhSi Nison le- 
tuiiKkl ii> ihe U.ih.iiii.is .IS a 
IMesuldiU.il saiidkl.ue and im 
ill Hull gncsi a< the opcoing, i>l 
the new Kcsoi Is casino I he Kc- 
sorls y.khi W.IS pl.iv.cd at liis 
dispo-..il and he so.u.cd up the 
Nurtslnne. 

Nison h.id met il»e Kcsoiis 
Kiaid ehaiiniaii. J.nncs C ‘i od\v. 
at .1 p.uty ill kite P;(i7. I loshy's 
l.ithcr luvl l>ccn a iiwmlvi t»f 
the scvict ciu le ih.ii tolibieil for 
cMal'h.hojcm of the I l.\ alter 
WofUl W.n 11. Croshv ii.ul Ivm 
an escsouxe in a W.dl .Sued 
bu'ki’i.ig.c until l*<ss w!un. ac- 
toixhiig to CIA .ouive*. I>ewe> 
and Dulles pla.cvi him at the 
Ciosliy Miller C’orpoi ,nuin. ilie 



f I A liiHit g.r%Mi|> ih.ii Kcame 
I'.esorls Inter n. it lonai. 

Nison w.u mil oduvcd to C’los- 
• ‘V b. Uebc K* bo/1.1. the I U'lula 
xip.ict'iencur who had Kconic 
Nivon’s best fuend. C’losby kept 
an account at Kebo/o’s Key U;s- 
vayne bank, a lekilionship that 
^^alelgate inv estig.iior s later 
Mumbled across w hen iliev began 
I»»x>king into an allegation that 
Kebo/o‘s bank w,is being useil 
lo launder Kcboru conlnbutions 
lo Nison. 

Kebo/o leul iii'ened his bank 
III the early Sislies. had hung 
Nison’s picture nest to the ll.ig 
aiul h.id given Nison the aceouni 
kdvied luiiiilvi one. I he bank 
soon developed a reput.it ion for 
Ir.idkking in sivden securities. 
Ill one ease RcKvo accepted 
lll.M secuiilic-s. reporicvl!) stolen 
by a New Yiuk Malia faiiiilv, and 
solvl iheni lx»r easli even tiuuigh 
lie suspeclcvl lliey were dubious. 
(He c.illed Crosby and Ni.son’s 
brxkher. Donald, to thc*ck on 
them.)” 

Itul some jllveslig,llor^ felt an- 
oiher bank fundion was lo aK i 
a skim from Kesoris. I ranklm 
Dclloer. :i former irusi oHieer 
ai Ihe bank, told ihe Watergate 
invcsiMMUUsin.il a kcsoi is**hag- 
iiian” lud brvnighr lui'ney fioiii 
the liaiiama.s lo Kebo/o’s bank. 
Aiunhcr bank olhcial g.ive a 
swoiii stalcmcnl lo I lorid.i m- 
vesiig.iiois lli.ii Ihe same courier 
liad come lo ihe bank afier noi - 
m.il business hours and c\- 
chaiiged S20 bills for SliK) bills. 



27. 1:; p»‘n voiivuletl sii^k vaui- 
ilivr lutil ,1 S.ii.iie suk^.iuimiiicc lli.ii 
be u.ul KcI**«/4i*v luiil. ill pUiV liiv.isli 
•I Sll.v.lHH) vlKvk, .1 elicvk origuMll)i 
»•l*l4llu.l I'v svll.uj; purKiiuctl se»u;i- 
ti:-* I lie SA iiutlcr l..ui ihis i,i v,y .iln>ui 
KelM>/o; “I uiiUeisi.nul lic'U Uikc .. 
l.tU siusc it >MU ulleicJ It to liirn." 
Uet*«wo \».is constJcieti an ex;H:it Ut 
csti.ilv-^il piolik’ciiug. Uctni/o li.ul 
"i.iualcil Itxe liMii't uiii of Small 
U;i'*iiie*.s AJiuuuslialioii iSltA)Uuriiiy. 
U:v .SiNt.es. iMaiiks in part to Sciuior 
Sm.itlu is. aI'.o v.'ii uu llic Sinall Umi. 
••c'-s C iMninittcc aa»! who wrote .« 
leikr revomm.i'.Uini; K«.K>/o Ur tl 
•Sit A. .\e**i,/.. iiivi sii^tieti a:ul .! 
ii.MUKe.l Ihe SUA lor whecim.; .it, 
kl iVmi: . im Ke' . 1 / I's helull.** IJk 

I'l.' wa h.iii. A huh I iTiieJ a S2l/0.li*/,i 

pioM ! I iU'Si/o Ae:ii lu a convirui 

u »•; ,u, 1.0 It.i t.’le ! by **nt|: Af 
l'••ll/.•i, .. v» ‘.M.t.d i«|.ick m.iikeieei 
xxho imev 'ui ip,- »i luiii from C'u!-.. 
autl *»h«- S *-i I- . u.imcU ill .Scn.ii 

k'a,iu»»u. *.•, of ihe inoM ir.. 

! llu.'iiaal :*uii..s;ix ol the uiijerwoi lU ‘ 



I lir »us r.l ilul lull |»niv»* 

ll»C iMIlk , l.llMlilcilll)! inoiU'V 
I.T Ki-.njI. It,, I llu-v iliil I, .,, II 

llial Cii>s|\\ li.ul 

li» Ni\on i» vi IvUiK* iiu- iu(,s 
New il.imi .hwc pnin;«r>. ihc 
pivutul cvciil in Nivun’s conic- 
back. 

As II woikcil out. the ^liH),i)ni) 
from the IilmlI of Kcmjiu liclpcd 
pul Ni\on III Die W hile House. 
I lien a sep.iMie ^Iih),ih»i» hoin 
1 lowaivl I lu'*lu s. 111 an uncNpcvl- 
eil Iwisl, became ciueial lo his 
evictnni. 

Nivoirs eapemess lor micIi 
boiHlIe was a doiiim.ihiu' iViicc 
m l:is eaieei. In IVf.ii KcIh»/o\ 
Cape 1 loiivla Hcselopnieiu 
Company had Kniphl np:M mil. 
In'n m pnme waleilio.n Uns on 
I Key hisca\ne. Keho/o had 
Ironble selling: ihein until Nison 
|>0'ed lor a pioniolion.il picune 
with Uebo/o's paiUiei. Donald 
llerp, a nun Ihe Seciei Scivice 
l.iU'i U'uluj so disreputable ihal 
It siiippc*vl Ni\v»n tiom ealnip al 
llery’s Jamaica Inn Keslauuinl 
in Ke> Ihsv.ivne. t I lie icaNviii lor 
Ihe.^euei Seiu^e's hiuslaill was 
lleip*.sci»nneclUMi lo a SMidicale 
h‘»ni man -.1 p;(,(| cam- 

|Mi):n toniiibuioi—wlio h.id 
Iwn m>ltumcni.il in eMabli.shmg 
Lansk> in ihe llalumasj 

Uebo/o pa\e^ Nison a 
diNvounl on iwi» uiulcveloped 
l‘*ls. ^)ne loi lud a mougat'e 
j held b\ Aiihur Des>er. a diicvlor 
! o\ die M:.,mi Nalional Hank, 
winch Lansky allcijedi) used to 
launder money skimmed from 
\et:as tasiiiON.** Nisvm kept his 
lie lo I )esM i iiiiad\eui*.cd bv not 
lecoidini: ihe decil iv> the hu 
until the nmnitaije was paid olf 
four years later. 

As presideni. Nison peifecled 
»juid pro t|iu». When he took of- 
lice, Ihe major leinamini: symbol 
**f llie Kenned) .s* Syiu’licale. 
bustnijt li iMcy was an imprisonul 
Jiinni) Holla, I hen in Ih71 



.si .nuV.>‘> u>c vil ilic Mi.mu 
U••tla: H.iuW Mnla.ul tii .i \UU) Ic. 
tiMiivliiiviil. Ilu- s.iiiic li.ml. J,.„| 
ixtiliuSItil i‘ua».im'.Ik liy I, 

MO' hi Ilu- PJN|, ,.„ 

n.lu.ilc coiiirui, the 
enimviii iiuhitc.l nine iu|i t).,nli 
smIn lor a \.mciy ul ullcnso A | 
••HumI. the unnu i cluvf .acciiIis, 

u 'V hJUriuii 

n ink ul Mi.inn. it»cn ho.ij. a the I 

»"i Nixui 
On ilie hu.,i a ancvlurs a 
IntUiMUun.a It.ink »,| m,„„, 
J.» Aiielv ^ 
i-it.i n Cmnu ue IV74.T5 t lA % 
xl.'l. ^..s .!.uf ..| ihe UA\ xuwi 

•“lillu.mc huiv.ia ai.a ihe .ai, 
K'.iJ ol ihc CIA’s auntesue sny 
'fcork. 



Ntson toiiinurieil Hie to nui 
le.imster boss-, •.enieiue • I'hi 
ahrad ol svhe\hih;, I /du 
allei. Nison bi jun acciaiiiil. tme 
le.iiiistei iU'ii.iiioiiN e\enii ally 
lolalinp niuic dun !sl imlh 
Hien in January l»J72 Nison 
sei. tired anoihei earU leleaM-bir 
I eal estate i!e\eh >per Cals in 1 i ov- 
ell:., who had bv.en eonsicled of 
peiuion-lund liaud .doni: with 
Ihul.i, I i,.|,i da;.s beliue ihe 
Kosiii-. p.iioli’, loMiier ser.atoi 
Sniaihei.s calletl W Ime House 
*iKle C liuck C olsoii lo ui;:e ll*.e 
nunc. “I was lalkiny to Hebe 
IKibo/o] aboji II." Smathcis 
loh! C olsoii ill a taped eor.seisa- 
Hon. -aiul -....J, •Hebe, it looks 
nie th.it this ssould Iv a preitv 
pooxi ihnip to do.’ " A few 
»>“»nths later Hie Nison leelec- 
luMi e.miiiaf^m levcued a secret 
in cadi horn Kosens. 

One mom n allei Nisonmmed 
"‘h» IVim.sIsani.i Avenue. 
Ih‘b HaMem.m sent a lop-seciei 
menu* lo Jvihn I hi iiehman; "ke- 
boAi lias Iven askcvl by ilie picsi- 
slenl to eonlacl J. Paul Cell) m 
l.oiulon lepaiilni:: major contri* 
I'ulion .. Hie kinds should go lo 
soineopetaiinitenm> oilier ih.in 
Ibc Nalii'ii.d IKepublicanJ Ciiin- 
imilce so th.il we can retain full 
com ml of i heir use.” 

While House menus did nol 
lecoiil uhelhei HeUi/o esci ap. 
putaehe\l ml bilhonane Cjeiiy. 
Hut avctwjmg to the Senate 
Walcigaie comniiiiee, Kef-o/v) 
slid suve Nison as a courier and 
ianmleieT iif money kept m a 
scuel W lute I louse cache, iluii. 
llmg ilie>e unaiiached funds 
thi\ui];h di.sparale bank accounts 
mul then shelling them oul to 
indulge Nison.^ 

KeKvo Hied to hide these 
pasmeiits in a taiijde of e.sperl 
linaneial manip- [Co/i/. o/i ,V2J 

:•>. Ihii Nivon nl.tviU uuniiiiiuiis un 
iMi.ih-. vxlnt.h puveiilx.l h|\ 
i«i Ix.im.t.r nohius i,im| p».;n, 
l*» kv.'i* I 1,11, k 1 »i.*sujnnuns h.ij’:w 
l *t/snnnuM,s llul!.,*s ^n.cvsM.r .is 

k.^niNUi no.nhni. .ii/.inccivU eain- 

Mi| ;*uil li.r ,\iMin iii \ul2. In 
!•#/>. -.I.Miilv .uici .S'lstMiS u*. 
All.ni.o licnci..! Kuh.iul 
KlcnulunO c.iiwtlcd t ill uircUps 
Umi. .lUniUinij t„ Ihc .\Vh 7 i//Jo 

•’h..J U,;un u smn il.,- uucr hum .i 

M..II.I I '.m i„ ,v.,p iMlluniN ur«!x>ll.,;v 

ut p4> u5M I. .Ill Ihc »» Jhif e 1 iinds xMlhc 

luteriun.Mi.il liftahcfhuoil ul Icain- 

Meis •• 1 ..u Kuv,n,»,v.,, iUcniaicd hy 
the /«m,.».is.,n‘Vn\u> hn ihcC huagu 
iOiiic sMidte.iie,** met \'ith 1 tt/sim< 

.n l .i Ci a 4 Co..r.:i , c;.iii ua ;}.o 

murmae ol leh.u.ir> IZih, Pv7.V a 

le*.v liuuf. l.it.f I ,|/Miimui(i\ I’cA vx.ih 

Slum hum t ahfuiM... I.. w.mm.j:ion 

l|k. .ihu.u.l Ihc prcsuleiilul plane. 

nil lAl.fU.II) :7lh. Kumhov., XX., s 



,v. I 

I' -Ill -.SI,' 

'•‘Ht: l>:mk ,, 

"•iS dv.X. 

Il>- M;w..vOal m 
t.’nluMni- Ihc Hail cii.i.ich i.. 

am, cal ni.M c\|M iul.i,nc%-aiul 
m I'liryiia; the ulcmnics tif the 
'lusli luturs iiii>i'c;.fiM.is 'Aherc 
llicy ctuiUl not K c\luiinc,l. . 

Hilt there was one uiiual c\- 
•■■•I’tion. a Slo'u.,, 

•r»m Howard I li j;lies. 

Hy |%s lliijdii-s was ilosc to 
l>eum,m«ihewo.id'srichest man 
••'nd KoKrt Maheii was en- 
sconced as I luimcS rl!iin;,-,r„i/. 
•lire., on a SJ’O.oMo annual re- 
Itnner. In the si'iint; ol' I'lhS 
H»y.l'.es handed Mal-.eu n top. 
priority instrueiion; "I want you 
to i;o to see Nison as my special 
i-oiilidenlial emus II). I I'eel theiv 
Is a really valid possjhiliiv of 
Hci'ul-lican vluoiy this vear. If 
Ili.ll touhl he reah/ed under our 
•'■Pimsorshii, and siipeuision 
tvery inih of the wav. then vve 
would he ready lo roHow vv,th 
l-axalt (Ihe politi.ally unknown 
• .s.ida jjoverno:) as our next 
saiiili,|ate." 

Huithes nuisi have been 
cheered when he hear, I ;t few 
titomlis later that the man with 
whom he'd dealt so eompatihly 
.as vivc-piesident l ad leaelicl the 
lute Hou'.e. A month nf’.er H 
Heetion I luehes decule.l to coi 
Inhute lo Ni.son's private each 
III Heeemher luf.s. 

in Slim hills from t| 
tape at the Silver Slipper casin 
and llevv to |^llm Sivrinps vvhei 
Nixon was atlendin.i the R, 
ruhliean Ciovernrrs Assoeiatio 
Conference. Maheu told th 
WiilcrtMtc committee that h 
drove to the house where Nixo 

'vjissiayinpiiniUv.utctl in theca 

«hHc il consoii unit i„sjHc 
ApiMfcmly It w;,-. Hmdu-,\ m 
knlion th.ii Hie 

ered to Ni.son personally, a high 

jnuhv..ixl 

Utn .uul J ii.'sim,nu„s a xwxk l.,i 
N<\on\ .iiu Micx rcnvi.tl cJ!x.\livt 
Nlun xh-xu ,|,c MU MVcO»i;.iUon 
l*il/‘,iniiiiuaN 

M.irJ, ;.tfxl. p.7|^ 
\CIUI,o,» uvxmJcJ by’ {x..nr. un .S 
p ..«/. ,M| a White Huusc bn 

Nixrn ,hsv<is.cxl ;i lie., I xvuh J,,| 
-Ihcrc-s.. xvrvv.hsi.u:., 

••ll.-K.nuMi ul .Ml ,,i lei.u u,.„ , 

a: >ox.r .Its.rxiiuti.'* Cumi.tllv 

» N:\.>n .iiuxxcfxV. Hut Cm 

•' •tl.v CO Uutucd. -CmIox yi,„ xx.i, 
s»'n.chi.!> tb :iotlu,i Sum.heJ) 

Ih.il VMiix-Kudy upp.irciill) xx.ix Hi 
bi»/x». 



j h.iinled and risky procedure at 
: which Ni.son balked. 

^ M.dieu leturned lo Vecas with 
, the .Shoilly ihcieafler. 

I lunsevcr. kebo/.o sought out 
I kiclurd Danner, the ex-l HI 
agent who 20 years K-fore had. 
intr induced Nison to Kcbt>/o. 
Danner h.id worked on the l%s 
Nixon campaign, then had Ken 
hiicil by tile I Iticbes organization 
J»s a -Nison liaison.” Kebo/o 
bio.'iclied llic Mibjeei of money. 
Danner told the W atergate eom- 
I'.iHee. by needling him about 
1 1 upl;es*s supposed fasoriiismio- 
waid Huheri Humphrey, grum- 
bling tliai Hughes had donateil 
mine to Humphrey’s PINS cam- 
p.tign than to Nison s. Aecordine 
i‘> .S^naie testimony. Danner 
loMk HnMiieNs.igc to Maheu. who 
ap.nvxl lo Nx ii.l money to Nisx>n 
llnmigh l<ebo/4). 

Hughes had at least four favors 

m miiul: 

Huyhes h::d jus! lost nujor 
tlelcnso com I act beeaiise of aH- 
M-ive puhliviiy tlui d.welope.1 
when ,1 II, 'Vise sulx*,iiumiti,‘e 
liuiiiJ ih.-it his money .iR.iin leu! 
Ivvn wmme and dminf: too 
lVn:;u:,in tenemN. N.,.v Nj.,,,. 
Was m a poMiton i,i cut o!f thv 
"'•ijor maikei for lluithe.s's la);, 
pini; helicopter divisioii hvemlinr 
ilie Vietnain war. .So I lushes sent 
11 memo in early !%■> lellm,. 
Maheu he -Miould get to out 
[new] Iriemls in W'ashmgion to 
see what c.iuld he done about 
Keeping the war in Vietnam 

|:onig.';niy 11)71 II uehes was the 
eouiilr.v'seigliihlaigeM Penlagon 
eonlravior. with batkiog orders 
of 5H2S mi!lii)ii. lieeoming so 
much a pan of the defense estab- 
ItshmeiU that Nixon olfered to 
nave Henry Kissinger brief 
Hughes on Hic aniiballistic mis- 
sile sysietn.) 

Hughes’s secomi concern was 
IlfAlomie 1 nerp.y C’ommissi(>n*s 
k\l C ) h-Miiig uiulei the Nev.ul., 
docii. He feared the aftereirecis 
J‘*id he felt the tests were Mra- 
I'yically woiHilcss-as he e.s 
ptanuxl m .mxtiher memo to 
Mahcii: “Of coiiive. wc must be 
caiclul m.i to jd.i. oursebes m 
i.ie on ol i!-x:losing mili- 
‘‘‘•y vcsi.iv Ibil I ,.m tell you, 
N»'cd III n .iciiful Defense De- 
partmni' i* . ! :it, ! •nformiiiion 
Icgxilly in m> ii.u;d . that ih-s l.ist 
AI.C* Ma* iirni is pure prx)of 

im «di:lte«aiexlshii. -'(Confronted 
'Wlh Hughes’s antagonism, the 
Ai:C did move its testing ground 



from N\ v;ul.» to Amchitk;i Isl.uul 
oir Alaska, at a cost to ^;»^paycrs 
of inillmn.) 

*nonl. Ilut’.ijc'i nc«H!..(! ap. 

proval from the While I louse lx-- 
fore he could take over Air West 
airlines. (Iluehcs received Nix- 
on's personal i;o-ahe;til in |% 9 , 
just about the ti?nc the first 
S 5 (),(VV) installment — SI (X) bills 
cinched in Kink wrappers and 
Mulfed in a inanila envelope— 
was deliscretl to Rcbo/o.) 

I'ourth, I hip, lies wanted anti- 
trust laws waived so he could 
purchase the Huiies Hotel. 
Hughes alre.uly h;ul IxMight up 
live big hi'iel -casinos and. by late 
1 %'>, was a ogling for the lt> 0 <K 
nuun nurus. Hut the Justice 
Departmenrs aniitriist division 
oppiocd granting Hughes an 
even bigger mouopoly'on Vegas. 
So in early Vm M.,heu sent 
Danner to talk with the "boss,** 
in this ease Attorney General 
John Miu hclI. who had woikcd 
with Dann. r on Nison’s I*»hS 
campaign. MitLhell and Danner 
closeted li>g* iher in three set ret 
nuvtings ov.;r a perioil of sewn 
weeks. ‘I hen Mitchell gave the 
given light. Maheu subscMuenilv 
auihoM/ed the second S.SO.iKMi. 
erpl.iining to ,i Hughes lawjer 

that cei lam political obi ig:it ions 
bail to Iv m. I” hccaiise of D.m 
m-i*s mceimns with MitcliH’ 
Danner again taincil th.- monc 
in a iifanila envelope to Keho/o 

(MiU hell’s siippoH-tl euu-. 
for approviiut the Dunes vd. 

w.iN that H ti}*lu’s w, Is fighting tiv' 
Svndk'aiem \v’gas. Uti'i D.uuiei 
told the \\ alergale committee 
ll»at. in act.:aliiy. Miuhell felt 
Hughes IkivI not really alleeieil 
the S.vndieate’s standing in the 
casinos.) 

I hiee ye.iis later, when Water- 
gate inve>tUMtois began Ivaiine 
on the While Hou>e door. Ue‘- 
btiro iHsaine al.irmed that the 
SliMi.ihKi limn I Inghes would In* 
ili’.ioveied *\t K a in mi /\|«id 
'’Mil. wiih Nison .iKmiI to .III- 
nouiKe the v‘Ml ol his While 
Ihuise hoiit line Ivlote netwoik 
I I auu'ias III the I >\.d I blue. 
Ivt bo/o huiiieilly loiifeiieil 
d.iwn ihe lull m ihe I i.li Koom 
with Nison*, peisoaal lawyei. 
He* K » I Is .ilnilMt h. ‘\iCiM vliiig 
to K.ilinlMvh. Uv‘Ih»/o w.is wor- 
iieil besause pail o| ihr SItMi.nuii 
hail Iveii •.|h iit bs Nison’s see- 
lelais and hi\ two bunheis. 

How.iiil llu-:he\*> Mol.ihhi 
p.rsmenl t«> Nison’s s,;,.,,«i t.uhe 



alr.uwi iVitunU woiiid ' m- 
staved undv i. .. led if Hughe-, lud 
not hied koheit M.dicu in No- 
s ember I 'Do. 

I Ol inoie than ten veais M.o 
lieu had haiulled assigmii •;iis 
r*»r Ihe CIA and the Hughev or- 
gam/aiion. In the espionage, 
buMiiess and uiminal iieihcr- 
svorliU. his lonn -(.tioiis weii m- 
v.iluablc. With .Maheu as his lop 
heuten.int. Hughes had l»een 
awaideil seveial CIA contrails. 
UK haling (Mie to build an intelh- 
j'>'iue-|Miheimg. satellite. Vet 
M.iheu had m.ule some misealcu- 
laiioiis. I he 1 )unes deal, for in. 
si.iiue. huil fall.-n through when 
last iiuiiuie arithmetic showed 
It was a b.id I i>k. M.thcu also h.id 
fired John Ml iei. wlio allegedly 
vsas ileliaudim; Hughes on min- 
ing deals. Howevei. Hughes .»p- 
paiemly likcil Meier because 
Meier w.is a budd> to Don-dd 
Nison, the piesuleni’s brother. 

Soon .ili.i il,e Dunes d-.d 
b.iv kfiie.l. ( he>tei l),i\ is, a tone.- 
luiie I luelies eoiiMsel and a biller 
iisalol Maheu. m.iJe lusniove to 
oast him. D.isis appioaihcil In- 
teiiel. a “mvuiiis” fu in with 
Ivller C I A umiK\iion% than 
Maheu. 

Iiiteitel w.is boin m the lla- 
h.iiii.is. the oltspiing of Kc'^oits’ 
auii-S>iidicaie tiostuiiiig Intel - 
tel was siippoH'vl to l>e a private 
police liuce ti> keep gang^le^^ 
away fiom the eaviiios. W|ul 
Intel tel Iveame. however, was a 
piivale (’lA-for-hirc iliat relied 
on eompnier d.ita, political KJUs 
ami iiisule eiMiiieeiions.*' 

Ihe Intel tel piesideni. Kobeit 
iVloquin. IvvMii liis career as a 
niemlvr of the snocip society. He 
worked for Nas.il Intdligcnee. 
tile Nation.d Secuiity Agenvy 
and the Justice Department’s 
SeeuMty Divimoh. I hen he had 
Iven chief of the Justice Dcpari- 
nu III s hj‘,1 Oigaiu/ed ( nine 
I ask I unr, a |ol> ih.n j.,,| 
ai.Humied \nih Uesoiis. p,|,, 
*|nin w.o. ih.* piose. o:oi wh,> 
uiveNtijviled Kcmii ts and iiatuliy 
•r-poiteil ih.n “dn. ainiosplvr^. 
s'-enis npe lot .1 I aii.kv skuii *’ 



31 . \V !.• u Kc’.mik w.MiU-tl 10 liiiil 

• Mil wli.ii Svtul.v uc llll•Mle.,llll Viiu^iit 

l.i»si ujvi.il .Mlui.iU 

.ll’lMII )ss\.l|U’ I., J 

st.nuc, biicn. I ui.iii.i, i.»li»Mu’uim,-..nc 
Ierv..t |-riv.iub 1.01 i!ioui:li Urcvi 
".o itu'ii .1 i.il., ,|.U. icUer.il inf.Mi,Mcii 
Kii.if%le,l i.Mtiul ihcile.k hi t* S m.n. 

^1' «ls li.:ev i*> U»iiiui.n\ 
st/Cl\ sutr.ci.uc I Illy c.iinc i<» 



I'.iit in I'M.ii hi- S4.ili{; Ills i. hieil 
ll 0111 the Ju .(h c I ie;vii |iu«. ni .md 
went to ssoik foi the ( lA lioui 
group Ke^oiu. 

lly l‘>/ii lVlts|uin — witli •yj 
million in bavking houi KcsoUn 

had assemblcil Intel lei. Ii.ivmg 
reciiiiieil I'pciaiises Inim il,e m- 
ner pieuiicls of i|u; ( lA. I HI. 
IRS, Naium.il Swunis Aeem y. 
Dcpaitmeni of Male.' Si,,tla:id 
’fatil. Intel pol. Customs Ibaeau. 
Isoyal C aiiadtaii Moanteil Po- 
lice. Hureau ol N.Ui.oties aiul 
Dang.eious Ding,— and j. Id- 
gar lloosei’s on!;, nephew. 

Inst.-illcd as an li.ieitel vice- 
presiilent was James (ioidcii. 
known a. ’’Nison’s iii.in” at 
Rcsoits. liohieii h.id lv;en a 
Scciel Seivuem..n assigneil to 
guarii \ ICC iMcsiileiit Nisiin in 
the I lilies and bad leUuncd as 
security ducvlor at liie lOitS 
Repubiiv.tn ( on.eulion. .AIut. 
W.nd, at .Nison’s u.|u- si, 
soils hail hiiiil (utiden as its 
deputy dll cc tor of security. 
Haom liicie Golden went to In- 
tel tel, then to a top si cunt v job 
vvilh Hngb.es and fmally b.ick to 
Washington ua Jer Nison as 
chid ol Hie oig..ini/eil ci eue sec- 
tion in the 1 aw 1 nl 01 cement As- 
sistance Adniini'ti ation. ) 

In Hie suminei t^f l‘);il. |vio- 
Huin and the Ki-sui is presulenl 
lame to has Wgas. shausl ili inks 
aiul a lloiU sluiw with Hclv Re- 
bo/o aiul RiJiaid D.nmer anil 
visited witii ( he. lei Davis. ..\c- 
loidine to a Huglus insivler, 
PdiK|Um and Davis rcuhal a 
lent. Hive agieemeni, Intel tel 
WMulvl lep'.aee .Malu-n .is the lis-il 
exj'eii in the Hughes iMg«ini/a* 
lion Am! Hugiu s wi>nld' replace 
Resorts ni the H.ihamas. 

(Hy |W7o l.aiisky had become 
as reclusive as 1 lughes, hivlingout 
III Isi.i^h living, to aSiud the 
Imiviine. leivtei.s .ions t.i lio’.tlw 
Keiin- dy s I ,e» \i*;*,is invi sliiM 
lion I he ’iMhlu.ite tinl i.ni u,mi 
.nuMlu I inaioi no i •.ti:Mtn*n 111 
llu' H.di.mi.is. Hut .dii.iil* sniii.- 
itiNesli.Mliv i‘ lepoitiMs Wi’ie tiy- 
mg l«» iiiuovi I I aii-.kv I eiween 
l!ie b.il nu e *.lu i ts 1 1 i.ghes i ouhl 
piOMili- a iiiia h h. Ill I- limit; Ins 
4tnli‘Si tuik.tie -.i.niie in \’egas 

Was still iiiUi'inpiiUniscil.) 

I 01 Hu :*.l;es it w.is.i Jiaiuc to 
pul tlie W'estein I lenir.pheic’s 
two pieitimin i.MinhIing lenieis 
m his name I H:g!u s alie.ul> had 
ii'iUempkiie.! nun me to the Ha- 
h.mus. Hue.hes op: cscnl.itives 
liad met with [C’n/j/. 0/1 ,SdJ 



(r M/i/ //n/nSfj UiMMiseseuilives 
di.nng. the pieviou-. \e.ir to dis- 
< liNS the eh.nui' ol buying up the 
IHbanii.in fianvliise. If he did 
evpaiid III the ( ai iblvan. 1 lughes 
u*ld Malieii III a taped lOiners.i- 
lion, ”1 wonlil ev;vii yon leally 
to wi.ip that giivei iiiiii'iit up 
ilown iheie to a puuit wheie it 
woiiltl be well — a captive en- 
tity 111 evei y way ” 

( lieciei Davis’s pi oposed ileal 
with Intel ll I oileieil Hughes that 
oppoiiuimy only if Maheu was 
elimm.iiisl. Hut. .iccoiding to 
( l.\ soul ecs, the Intel tel scoiuirio 
lidd an adilid uuviiuve inesist- 
ible t»i Hughes. Accouluig to 
ilic .sources. Inieriel officials 
bin.tched t!ic ide.i ofa m.immoth 
( lA CMiiliavl that Wi*uhl luiii 
Hughes’s paieiii c»Hiipany into 
the C IA’s most valuable fumi. 
Ihe ( lA would pay Hughes an 
esiun.itcd million to build 
the (ilom.ii 1 vploicr. a super- 
sopinsliiateil ng !•* woik in the 
oiean’s depths. Hie C IA s.iid it 
wanted the C«!i»m.ir tii reliieve 
unlit. irv’ t Oi'es aiui mule.ir war 
luails tmni a .Svivui suhinaniU' 
sunk thiec miles deep in the 
Paciiic ’• 

At iniilntglu on lhanksgicing 
eve l*> 7 u, liiieiid agents caiiu-d 
1 lug.hes down a b.uk slausai the 
Deseii Inn and ihi»»ugh the only 
doiM that wasn't nioniii>recl by 
M.iheu’s eUwat-iiicuii I .sys- 
tem A decoy caravan of bbik 
sed.ins was disp.iii.hed to the 
I IV il air poll while Intend feriied 
Hughes to an Air 1 01 ce base and 
lo.ulcif him aboaiil a l.iukheed 
JciSiar Inmnd for the Uahanus. 
According to one account. 
Hughes was met there by Janie*. 
GoUl.ii, the Intend executive 
and Nixon liieiul. 

.Maheu. who usually commuiu- 
caled with his enipU»ycr only 
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ihrouiih handxsnitcn notes, i!iv.l 
not Uarn of ilic inv^tcriou'i ilc- 
|\»riufc until two uei.k-» later. 
At (’lr^l Maheu couM lu l Ivlievc 
hcM Iven repi NU ic hkcl\. 
lie lhou;*ht, :..ul kul- 

nappcil Hurl, N Toi mule- I 

IinCil t'UI |'0*‘. * I lt% .1 V ;{. I 

So M.ihcv. v; i a if men | 

to the Hah u. I he/ heated I 
llujihe>\ ne.\ '.Mcatop the lt;i- } 
tannia Ileavh Hotel an^l eaiu|vwl 
a llooi Ivhivs. I hen the> olv 
tainev! a Neai».h waitatu to hieak 
mo the per.thiUise. tlu> h.ul a 
» ho.ii M.in^hna b\ t\i leiuin 
llujihestotlu U.S. Hilt then plan 
Nva\ foileil when lnl» itel\ Clohl- 
en. aliuiii with a polue vpi.iih 
louiuleil th'.Mii up aiul hail tiu in 
ilepiiitetl ror"woikiiip w.iIumh a 
, pemm. ' I lu^'lu-N then telephonevl 
Nevaila v.‘»^vinoi La\alt In \,iy 
that hv* hail not Iven kulnappeil 
I anil that he h.ul liivJ Maheu. 

Maheu's hiNini ual Mi'iiuiiaiwo 
j might ha\e eiuletl iheie. Hut 
• Kuharvt Ni von came to view 
Maheu as a lineal I'ecause the 
! ev-aule's lo>atiies hail Iven vut 
I ailriri ami Iveaiise he knew too 
j muJt — as one Wliiie IIoum.- 
j memo put it. **Maheirs leni.u les 
' toiuh mans evltemely sensitive 
I areas of gitveimiient, e.ivh ol' 
whteh is ri.uiehi with t'oteniial 
Un Jaek Anilersi>n-i\ pe e\- 
j posuie.’* 

The While Mouse IMutn!‘'ers 
. were not >el opeiatise. So the 
. IRS wlis askeil li) examine 



I 



I 



Maheu's hani^ avvounl. to scare li 
fi>r a heavv-hatuleJ tool of to- 
ertion— an nulieimeni. When 
Maheu siulelenly rounj htniseU 
under IKS senilmv, he elcv tiled 
to eonliile in I Link t »re*enspun, 
the highl> imlepenilent puhlishrr 
of the i.ii\ 

Hy HJ71 Ciieenspun hail gaih- 
ereil a boxtiil ol 1 lughes*s piivate 
papers an^l infoi niaiion about 
the SUHt.Oun ilitnation to Nixon. 
The material hail tome through 
sourtYs within the Hughes or- 
gani/ation. inueh of it presiini- 
abl> Irom Maheu. Greenspun 
revealed this iiilot illation to J.uk 
Anderson over dinner in Wash- 
ington. Ciieenspun had known 
the toluinnist >inee the e.ul/ 
ITfties when both had brawled 
editorially against Senator 
Joseph MeC'arthy. 

On August hih, ]’>7l. ten 
months leforo the Walerga’j 
burglary, Anvlerst.in’s ei»l.;Mn 
deserdvd the b.ire details of the 
SlOn.tXM) irans.itiion. 



()n September 2Mh. i 

ILink (iiveivpun lukked to i 
I'iMtl.uu!, Oiegon. where Nixon ( 
Was iritei’.ening in .i h'ngsItiMe- 
men'sstiike. Nixi>n knew iiieen- ( 
spun as .in idi .iliAtK newsp.iper- ' 
111 .. 11 . a Hughes tritie aiul a 
Nixivn fiietui L*i mans sc.ii-^. in 
appii'xuiuilelv that oulei. Hu* 
two posv'il fill ihe usu.d g.rjgle id 
plu>ti»giaphei s. I hen liieenspun 
eomeied Nixon eonlulant Herb 
Klein and. avoiding to Gus.-n- 
spun's notes of the meeting, 
warned Klein that the SlOti.iHiO 
III i.ish potenii.ilU lould "sink 
Nixon." 

About two weeks later, on 
Oeiolvi IJth. Gieenspun re- 
ceived a Nisit iioin Hell' Kalm- 
b.iih. the Nixon law>et. Avvoul- 
ing to Ciieenspun, Kalmbai.h 
s|vnt two hoiiis seribbliiig, on 
>ellovv li g.il p,ids, taking, ilown 
Ciieenspiin's .mswers to ijiies- 
tions about his knowledge of the 
•MlKi.tHin. 

In kite l>e..eniKT the While 
House I’liimbeis unit discussed a 
plan, which app:irenil> was never 
.itiempted. li» assassinate Jack 
Aiuleison bx coating his car’s 
steeling wheel vvilli a poison that 
would Iv al'Miilvil thiough his 
skin. ..Aceoiding to Aiuleison. 
the IMuiiilvi' hoped tc* obtain 
tile poiM'M fiont the C lA. 

I hen in ea l> lh72, McGraw- 
Hill rublish’ng. Company an- 
nounced It was about to release 
the ir.Mde dory of Howaid 
Hughes’s real-life shenamg.ins. 
In Ironl-pagc ailieles on January 
Ifith and J.imiary 17th, the AVn* 
Yrrk l)nu‘\ quoted excerpts from 
the McCira iV‘- 1 lill book tiiai 
charged Nivon with being a 
pohtiwal tixei for Hughes. Ihe 
book, authored by Ireelanecr 
C'hllord Irving, purpoitcd to be 
baseil on his intei views with 
Hughes. The Hughes organiza- 
tion knew that to be false. Hut 
the book did certain a disturbing 
I'lclhoia of details. Accoiding to 
several sources, I'Oth 1 lughes.ind 
the While House leaicd that 
Maheu was Irving's glmslwriier, 
UMiig the book to tattle on 
Hughes and Nixon.^^ 

McC Iravv-I lill had decided Irv- 
ing’s biH'k was auiheiilie. Then 
in a theatri*'al phone call from 
his Haliamas penthouse, Hughes 
stopped Me Ciraw-H ill’s presses 
In clcnowni.;ng both Irving an l 
Maheu as li.iuds. Hut check- 
ma.iing livings liook — to whith 
Maheu api .•lentlv coniribuled 



nothing— did not prevent a new 
move from (iievnspi.u and An- 
derson. 

On Jaiuiary 2-lih .Anderson’s 
column again mentioned the 
*S|on^oi»(l and added a pioviso: 
"we have ev idc'iuc” th;it rnmiey 
had been illii itly tunneled 
thiough Kelnvo. Ihe White 
House eailier had heard rumois 
that Maheu hail squineled away 
hundreds of Hughes’s handwiit- 
lett Lommumeaiinns. Were they 
the cvidciuc? II so, where were 
ilvose pa;vt s? 

Thai answer vv.is supplied a 
week later, on I ebiuaiy 3rd, 
IV7J. A ,Vi'»i* York Imu s head- 
line repoited that "liuiulicds of 
copies of Hughes memos are 
re.ulily avail.ible in I as \eg.:is.” 

J inH'x repoiier Wallace luiner 
had discovered their hiding 
place: a bo.x> Metlink safe stuck 
in a corner of Giecnspun’s oiliee, 
ironually under an autographed 
picture of Nixon posing with 
(jKvnspun in Hoiiland. "Wally 
T urner is an old friend of mine,” 
Gieenspun explained nialter-of- 
fadly. "He i.iiiie to m> olhee 
looking for a story and I couldn’t 
send him aw.iv einply-hamled. 
So I told him about the Hughes 
papers.” CiiVcMsi'im had not 
told I urner e.xavlly what the 
papers said, just that he had them 
secreted in his s.ile. 

Ihe next day there was a 
secrei meeting at the Justice 
Dcparlmcni cilices in Washing- 
lon. G. Gordon Liddy, an cs- 
disiria aitc»rne>, h.id spent the 
past several weeks trying to sell a 
political espionage plan to 
.Mitchell. It lud Iven tinned 
down Us e.xpensivc, ii>ky and in- 
clleclive. Hut on l ebtuary 4ih, 
1'772, with I urner’s sloiy c»nly a 
dav old, l.iddy was given a go- 



■ 3). Ttic Lontlnn Su’uiay I imt s ic.iin 

[ ih.n invcaii'4lcJ il.t livmj lh>.ix vjij 
, linU a ckiiuar, jscwc u| cvtUouc sug- 
^ gcvtiiii: Uic tiui uii)!:u.itc wall 

.M alien nt iitik .iPics. lit kite NovcMibci 
' l'*70, ilic s.eiic litiic* M.ikcu was litcil, 

t home's wile liilil fiiciicl» Ui.n her hus- 
h.iml was cu!iiua|il.iima "a i»ro,'»o>i- 
injii" wurili SM«i.li*jn Horn men "wlio 
V oiilil Mog ai tunimi.i u» .icktcvc ihcir 
own ciie-> — even lll•.l-c!cr." I ho Sun.Iuy 
ttmn ^e|Klrte^^ tell ili.ti itav “propo- 
s ite'll** involved ihc llu»;hcv htog- 
t.tplty. Il lie buuk ah.O doturhed uiJ 
I lu'ils. A .\V^ \%>rk timis mvesliua- 
I on, app.trvnily prutnpicvt hy the 
■' 00 k, rcvc.ilod on Juim.try 2lrd, l'J72, 
'lal the Kc'imed) .uhtimitU.iiion lud 
.fiuudy otniM.lcrod htitfiMti; tntla- 
luo-voltin)* ch.aac’v .la.iii.M Nicon U»f 
IV fi»!o in lluelicV-s Iv5fi lo.in to 
4icon‘v hiolhci ) 



ahead. Campaign director John 
Mitchell, aCeoidii'g to deputy 
director Jcb .Magiud*.r, ordered 
l.ulcly to scout piovpecls Un 
breaking into Gieeiispun’s safe. 
Aceordmg to an unpublished 
section of the Watergate com- 
mittee report, "Miivhell'noi only 
brought up the Greenspun cntiy 
opera iton hut also uiged Liddy 
to consider it as more pressing 
and imporiaiu ili.m the other 
targets discussed.” ' 

(Mitchell allegedly told l.iddy 
that ( neenspun’s *>.ifc cuniained 
divcumenis linking Hiiuovi.itic 
candidate t.dmimd Muskie to 
the Malia. Ihii W'atcrgatc* burglar 
James MeC'ord assitineil this was 
a pretext. McCord lestilicd that 
he ivlieved Nblclull ainl Nixon 
were afraid Ciieenspun had "ma- 
terial which vvoulil picsumably 
incriminate the pu sideiu aiul his 
fiicMuls.") 

According to the unpuhlishcd 
Watergate report, l.i»hly referred 
the Gic'enspun ji»b to Howard 
Hunt, the c.\-C I A i»peiain>ns of- 
licer at the Hay uf Pigs who 
recently had taken a new job as 
the "dirty tricks" expert for the 
While ! louse IMumbers. Hunt 
met w ith Ralph W'intc, a Hughes 
security director, to discuss the 
"commonality of interest” be- 
tween the While House and the 
Hughes organi/aiiun. W’inie, ac- 
cording to Hunt, agreed to lind a 
Moor iliagram of Ciieenspiin’s of- 
fice. I wo weeks later, on I-ebrii- 
ary l‘)th. Hunt and Liddy Hew 
to Los Angeles and met WTnic at 
the Heverlv W iKhIre I lotel.W inie 
allegedly had prcp.tred the free- 
hand Muor plan aitil olfered to 
supply lookcuits during, the bur- 
glar v. Hum was iioi s.itis|icd. I le 
wanted WTme to provide an air- 
plane lor a quic k getaway to Cen- 
tral .America where the contents 
of the safe could be quietly split 
between Hughes and the While 
I louse. 

I iddy, Hunt and Winle later 
claimed that preparations broke 
down at this point aiul that the 
break-in was aborted. Hut in a 
taped conversation on April 
1-Ith, HJ73, rdulichman told Nix- 
on ib.al lire Cireenspun mission 
was successful: "Ihcy Hew out, 
broke (into) his safe, got some- 
thing out."'- 

3^. Some confudon about this suit 
cx»ts. (JfccmpUll VIV^ 
nufa!.tri/ccl — alim.inuiii vill, pried 

•ip.tfi, a t.tleli wi.KKtwfi >!*mI- 

lUs diovcd .i>jdw .iiul sUvl I't.ilc 
ripped I'M ihc ffiMit i.riiiv Mcilmk vale. 

Illil tic S.|V> l•.otlliti]• sloleii. 
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In any vase, ihc IMumivrs next 
fiMiscil on l)vnu»vi.niv* parly 
cliairman I .irry (THrivn. an 
I-il'.vard KeinieJy wuiliil.mi ami 
n paii> liualisl wlui MuJiously 
au>iJcvl uMUioNvisy ami head- 
lines. O’lliivn also hail Km 
Hughes’s chief Washinyiv'n rep- 
resenlaiivc in 1%‘^aiul 1^70. He 
had Ken hircil by his friend. 
Koherl Maheii. and he had 
NMvlvevI fin Hughes when ihe 
VhHi.iVK) pv iliNvi'inhniir j* 

journey. O llnen hail been dis- 
missed aU'iU! with Maheu when 
Huidies left l.as \'eyas. If Maheu 
hudexideiKeiiboul ihe’ilOil.OiV). 
so niiulu (rUnen. And he miuhi 
only be waiting for an i^pporlune 
moinenl to smash it, like an 
overriiv nwrlon, Ivtsveen Nixon’s 
cars in the forihvoininy* election. 

The While I louse hail been 
Nvofried about O’llrien for moie 
than a year. Ilaldeiiian, I'.hrliih- 
man. Kebivo and White House 
.special vourM-l John Dean had 
all seaiched lor polniuil ihrl on 
(Hhien. I hey fiad come up 
emiMy -handed. .So. aevording lo 
Senate leshmony. John Mitchell 

author i/ed a se^t^nd burglaiy 

O linen s ollke at DenuKraiic 
national he.uL|viarters in the 
Waierg.ile Dilice IluiMing. 

Ihe Waieiyate buielars were 
all veterans of the Hay of I»igs 
oj'eralion. Heinard Marker, a 
forniei member of Halisia’s se- 
uel poliec, had Iven the invasion 
raynuiNier and reportedly an 
oitieer under llowaid Hum in 
the l^n.^ stillborn invasion 
Jamv*s Mc( oid, a CIA senirily 
chief, had played a minor role in 
the May o| I'igs and then also 
worked on Jluni’s second-inva- 
sion plan, fiuyenin .Miiriine/, 
.Mill on a C IA retainer a decade 
after the U.iy ol Migs. had be- 
longe«l lo the exile army and 
later had p.iriicipated in an esii- 
ni.tied .^00 lurasNineni raids 
a;Minsl C asiio. Ihe Ivsi-known 
Iniipl.ii vs as I 1. 11,1, Simyas, the 
self-styled ll.iy of Pijis dinihle 
agent. 

Now all were employed in the 
W’hiic I louse IMumher.s unit and 
again their vhicT vs.is Hovvaid 
Hunt, l:\cepi fv>r NUCord, the 
team hail been handpivked by 
Huntjhuvueh his lingering eon- 

•V*. ACuor.lun: lo J.kV. Amlcrsnn. 
n.ifkcr uKu uii i,, fe.il 

iM.ilC ik.ils ii,s..|sm,j lUlc Kcl'o/n 
AworCmg to UA soma-v. Il.ukcr 
a«;.t KsK./o mcl i»urie»: ihc ll.i> of 
Ticv rpwr.itMn \^hcn \ -y.U were fim- 
nvlini; mu.nc) lo the ClA-hnanvcd m- 
vaslvrs. 



l.iclsin Miaiurs'M.mle I lavan 

Hum claimed lo have retii :d 
from the C IA in the suinmet of 
l'J7il alter 2 ^ years as an ag nl. 
He had spent the lirsi h.ill of 
l*J7I at the Mullen Agency, a 
W'ashingu»n-h;oed public r-.la- 
lisms linn purchased in 1970 by 
Robert Mcnneit. CTuick Cobjii. 
the W hile I louse’s resident iroit- 
hleshooier, had known both 
MenneU ami Hum lor years. 
W hen CoUon re.tli/ed he needed 
assisiuMce in plupgmij up Nixon’s 
leaky atfaii s, he talked to Mcnnetl 
about borrowing Hum. Mcnnetl 
concurred and, in July lv71. 
I lum began moonlighting at SlOO 
a day at the W Inte I louse. 

I*uhlie relaiiims nuin Menneii, 
a Nh>rinon ami the son of a U..S. 
senator, hardly seemed a lit con- 
lidanl for Hunt and Colson, 'let 
Menneti cultivated their friend- 
ship, provided surprising assist- 
aiKe and took a s('cH.ral rnieresi 
in tile W hrie I louse’s undercvivcr 
acluiiies. Menneti coordinated 
the hiring of an operative lo spy- 
on the Demoerals for Nixon ami 
furnislieil him a bed in liis cuvn 
house. Mcnnetl arrang.ed an in- 
terview for Hum to collect anli- 
Kennei'y m.iierial about Chappa- 
quivldick. He helped author a 
pi css release that tried lo dis- 
credit Jack Aiulerson’s I Tf memo 
m the Diia Heard ease. And he 
set up 150 dummy campaign 
committees so Nixon donors 
a uld avoid gift taxes. 

In addition, it was Mcnnetl 
wh*» allegedly introduced Hunt 
to the Hughes securiiy director 
in the early stages of the Green- 
Nf'un break-in plan. Mcnnetl haji- 
|>ened to know ihe Huglies peo- 
ple bceair.c he hail just l\;en 
hircil as their W'ashingiv>n repre- 
sentative, taking the plave of 
Lairy OTtnen. 

I o the W hilc 1 louse, Mennetl’s 
toiineciii'ii to I lughes seemed ,m 
added aiinlnne. While lliui-.e 
memos ahoui Menneti in 1971 
and 1972 contained a Miuigiics>; 
Colson and other Nixon aiiles 
congratulated iheneiTves tlul 

they had a new ally in the Hughes 
org.im/aiiiMi. Mut Ni\i>n’s men 
apparently did not know ahoui 
Mennelt’s other eonneclions. 
I hey learned mmh l.iier that the 
peiuil-pusbing Mcnnetl was a 
CTA man. 

Aieordiiig to 197.1 congres- 
sit'M.il lesiinuMiv. Meniiett’s com- 
pany had been .i C l.\ lioni since 
Its invvpmm in 1959, an.mging 
cover lor C 1 A .leeiits m Asia and 
Europe and assisting CTA aeiivi- 



Mes in ihis lounti Dining the 
May of 1‘igN prepaiatioiis, it had 
help*ed set iipihrC ul'.uil reed*im 
Comiuiiiee, a CIA wipptni group 
that tried to sab, i,igc Castrii’s 
fir. St sugar crop. 

Mcnnetl had placed himself at 
the nexus of the I ‘ughes-Nixon- 
C I A imbroglio, a unup.ie position 
that gave him entice to all three 
piintipals. After Robert .Mahon’s 
firing, ft>r insianee, ftennett per- 
formed the following chores: (1) 
for the While Hou w, he supplied 
information ahoui Maheu’s 
friemiship with O Miien; i2) for 
the CIA, he inv .•siig iied hmv 
niuch influence .Maheu held with 
Nixon; (3) for the Hughes or- 
gani/ation. he iriid to trace the 
extent ol Maheu's relationship 
to the CIA. 

After the W'atergate hurglary, 
however. Menneti ch.irted a 
course that proicUcd the CIA 
and Hughes at inc expense of 
Nixon. 

My 1972 the same Richard Nix- 
on who had \unki.d st» tliwely 
wnh the C I A on ihe May of Migs 
inv.ision no lonp.r enjivyed the 
agency’s unrc>vr cd trust. Ac- 
cording to k !.\ source^. CIA di- 
rectv>r Rkh.ird Helms h.ivl some 
lo believe that Nixon aides were 
stealing agency prerogatives lor 
a power-hitngry While House. 
Helms I'vTonged to ilie i»Ul-bi>y 
espionage svhoul that Allen 
Dulles had headmastered. He 
had served with Dulles m the OSS 
during World War II and had 
become the mo 4 povveilul of 
Dulles’s proteges at the CIA. 

fairly in his administraiion, 
according to W'iitcrgaic investi- 
gators. Nixon had tried to enlist 
the C lA as a spcci.il arm of the 
WTutc House. Helms balked, 
and Nixon began to resent the 
agency’s iiulcpen.Ieiii natuie. At 
the same tune. Helms suspected 
that the Ni\<ui p.il.ice gii.irvl, es- 
pecially John I .III livliman, was 
Hying lo vise the agency out of 
While House decision nukinp.. 

AvCtiKliiip. to (TA Muiues, 
Helms le.iied llial ihe piopi»-.ed 
I lusliMi i>l,inT-which vunild h.ive 
set up a ilomeslie intelligence 
bureau — w. IS Nison’s attempt to 
uiuliTCut the (. l.\ with lus per- 
son.il sp\ nclwiuk. 

.SliMiily .iHer the (T.\ learned 
i»f the Huston IMaii in mid-l97<l, 
Ihkv.itd I hint abi uptlv ’Tchievr’ 
fio:n the agency atul went lo 
w»»rk loi Robert Mennell's Mul- 
len Ageikv. Instead of imple- 
menting the Huston I'l.m, Nixon 



■I up the IMumbers and Hunt 
ended up recruiting .*i group of 
i peraiives who owed their alle- 
r i.uKe to Hie CIA. .Hum’s role 
It the W lute I louse l.iicr Ivcamc 
a nutter of eoniroversy. White 
I louse aivic Chuck CVlson came 
to view Hunt as a ClA double 
agent sent hy Helms to nuvniior 
Nixon and eompilc potential 
bhiukin.iil m.iieri.tl. “Ihe picsi- 
ileiil was \v sternal ically excUid- 
mg the CT.\ from a hn of his 
loieign policy deliberations,” 
Colson i<ilil a piivaie imesiigaior 
in May 1974. a few moiulis be- 
fore Nixon’.s resignation. “So 
they had two choices: one to 
inliltraic and spy on him ... or 
they amid see themselves losing 
their team. I'm convniecd that 
Hum was the CTA vehicle. Hum 
ilidn’l go to woik for the Mullen 
Agency Kcausc he happened lo 
liiid a good job there, lie was 
posleil there by Dick Helms. All 
Hie lime ihai Hunt was on Hie 
Mullen pay I oil he v'as reporting 
biweekly to the Cl.*\. I hen I lunt 
starts coming over to me. bring- 
ing me cigars and inviting me 
over lo his house. I Ic recruits the 
team of Cuh.iiis and works him- 
self into the job at the W bite 

I liUlsC.” 

1 lelnis elainievl he barely knew 
Hunt. Mut repoiler T,ul S/ule 
reve.iled that Helms and Hunt 
actii.illy were good friends. Aiul 
a I louse committee later ilid liiid 
evidence that Helms had per- 
MMi.tlly pl.iced Hunt at the .Mul- 
len Agency. 

James McCord, another Kiiile- 
icsled agent, left the CT \ at the 
s.ime lime as Hum and vvciU Iti 
woik h'r Nison’s camiKiign eom- 
miiice. I h,il seemed suspicious 
when Mi Cord later itTil the Sen- 
ate W'.itcigale coinmiiice how 
he fell abinii the CIA’s rivalry 
with the Wliiie House. ”li ap- 
pe.ired to me lh.it the While 
Hoii>e h.wl for .some lime K-en 
trying ti>gei politic. dconiriil i>vei 
the CIA asNessmenis and esi:- 
1 mates in oiiicr to m.ike ihemeon- 
Unin to ‘While I loii'.e pc>licy,* “ 
MiC’oiil s.iiil, adding ih.il he fell 
Ntxoii had prevented the Cl. A 
Ir *in eonduciirig Us “business 
w ith inicg* ily and hon- 

esty in lb:* luii.-n T i.iicrcsi.’’ 
Mut i'_n lb.*: '-nsi of the 
Waierga*... hnrrlus placed Hu- 
C’lA m a ;lrv;l lily awkwartl 
sp.U. Ill - men behind bars had 
demonsi ablc Cl.A ba kgrounds. 
liven mure umbarra sing w-.u 
the CIA’s careless (Co/r/. cm 6‘.VI 



[f ont, from .S7J ciuiliilmi! of ihc 
utlli ;ti*nuv 

mcni; diviuiMs, vt^uc-altof »n>: 
ilcMvcs, ,1 Ubi.r 5! I’ II I i.i|h- ic* 1 
lordcr in ;i ivpcvvnicr | 

c.isc. a c.mura hidden m a lo- 1 
hacco pouch, a uiu ihc c»>lor of 
a hiiichcr’s apmn and ;dl manner 
of forged idenlilic.ition. 

Mosl of the d«H:iimentaiion 
thai o'uld lia\c linked ihe CIA 
wiih ihc I'luinherN \\.i> deslnned 
soon a Her ihc hurglary. Mc- 
Cord’s papers were burned m his 
lireplace. I lelins disposed of all 
his taped convervitions relating 
to Waicrgiie. Hul when prying 
reporters iliseovcred that Hum’s 
conliwaled paraphernalia con- 
tained CIA gidgeliy. media sus- 
picion aN)ut the CIA’s role in the 
burglary leaperl into heaillmes. 

Kepi'rters began pestering 
Hunt and the other IMumbers 
with unsenlmg quesuons. Ilic 
burglars man.tged to maintain a 
tvofesMonal silence, but the re- 
|'«>ners we;e n»»l sail. lied until 
Pod'eil Hennell began holding 
auvliei'.ces wiih a lew of ihe me- 
dia’s mo a inllueniial new smen. 
Acct'Klinp. lo a CIA memo im- 
earthed In the Waterp ue com- 
mittee. It- nneti tVv. liomWavh. 
ingle'll III 1 .Os Aneclv'* t«i spend 
four ht'urs cominuiip, a AV«« >- 
»m7, reporter that the CIA had 
fiol been iiunKed iiiiheburglary. 

I henjte pel aiadcd a /ime inves- 
tipati\e rep«'rter that the maea- 
/tne **wun Ivating a dead luuNe” 
to pursue a CIA link to Waicr- 
gaie. 

Ihe twi' new Nweek lies— -which 
had >cM lo learn of llcnnell’s lies 
to the C lA— ^c'emc*d loactcpl his 
word. I he>* began apj'r.iKing ihe 
hurglary as the ilemeiiiia of anti- 
Castro parlisiins or. at worst, the 
rcMilt of Slime uns|H:cilied pohi- 
ieal hijinkv 

According lo the CIA memo 
obiaineil l\s the W.uei vaie com- 
miitee, IK iinell also esial'lished a 
“bavk-doiir enlis" ui ihe l.iw 
linn let'iescniing the Ocnuicraiic 
parly in a civil sun against the 
I’luml'crs. an opporiuniiy he 
Used III steer the Democratic in- 
vcsiigaiion away from the ClA. 
And Hennell asked a mutual 
friend lo buitonholeSenaior .S.nn 
l-i N iiv, I ha irinan of ihe W atet gate 
commhice. Ihe ftiend. a Noitli 
Carolina lawyer, uirneicd I rvin 
ilurinu a chartered plane trip, 
then reported Kick ivi Hennctl 
that he vs as conlideiu "l.rvin iic- 



ec'(iled (m>l c«»mmenls ami will 
not .itiempt lo further invoK the 
lOA).” 

I.vcn l.arl Silberi, the Ju ikc 
Det'anmcnl’s Watergate I'l ’nc- 
cuior, hel|H;d prouvi lire Cl \. 
Hennell loM ,i House comm lice 
in H*7-l that he didn’t have ’ any 
misgivings about shaiing .vith 
Tail from Ihe beginning the full 
details of the CIA siiuati >r.” 
Sill'eri later .idmitlcd lha* he 
changed ,i uitkal ci'Uit divu- 
ment m the Watergate ca-e so 
tliat the imliats CIA iiicorieclty 
read CKl* ((..’on unit tec for the 
Keeleciion of the Hicsidenli. 

Only two Noung n'i<\/i//ie/.»»r 
/'*'ir rciK'fiei*,, It.ili WtuHlwaiil 
anil C .III Heinsteiii. cvir.tinued to 
dog tlie Watergate story. 1 lieu 
tvrsisiencc I'egan lo unnerse il:e 
CIA, So Hennell appro.ichcvl 
Woodw.ird will! an oHViing of 
inforniaiion. As a Colson conli- 
danl, Hcniuil hail lK*en |iriv\ to 
scveial While House ’’dirty 
tricks” ih.ii were only tangential 
to the Watergate burgl4ir>. In 
cschange for a promise of ano- 
nvmitv, Hennell sup|ilied W'oikI- 
w a r d w U h a ca i a log of sue h W'h ile 
House vvrongdtiing. Ihe W'aier- 
g.ile commiitee’s C IA memo, an 
I internal CI.A document presum- 
I alily intended for Helms, dc- 
scmIh-'iI Hcnneli’s modus ot'c- 
landi this way: ’’(Hennell] has 
been feeding stories to Hob 
Woodward wiih the iindersl,i mi- 
me there would be mv alii ibuiion 
to Hennell. Wo.Klward issuii.ibly 
pr.iieful r«*r the line stories and 
b> 'lines lie gets and protects 
Hennell.” 

Hennell I. iter corroborated this 
role w hen he was forced to lesiify 
about ihe memo before a I louse 
subcommittee. “Hob WOndwaid 
interviewed me on numerous oc- 
casions." Hennell icsiilied. “I 
have loUl W'oodward evcrvihing 
I know about the W atergate case, 
cscei't itie Mullen compans’s 
tie lo the ( I A. I never menlumed 
lluti to him. It h.is never appcMieil 
inanv H /'-or sio: y." 

Hennell also scrupulously shel- 
tered Hie Hughes orpani/aiion 
fiom /V».\; scrutiny. W'oi'dward 
and Heinstein never learned of 
the plan to hurglari/e Green- 
Nuin’s safe, nor were they told 
the circumstances of the KHI.IM K) 
transaction from Hughes. I hosc 
two eiuci.il episodes did not lx*- 
come pan of their unde-iMandmg 
ot W.tierg.iie. WbOilw.ird de- 
^elope\! a ’’spccl.d relaiionslup” 
with Hennell, aeeoiding to a 



W’.iietp..tlc coniirnie*' investiga- 
li't wli.i w.is ;d‘.i a sotiice’ 
W’ooilw.inl. “A lot of ilie l*o\t 
stones in ihe s uiintc. aiul fall of 
1772 v.uue in |.iii horn Ikn- 
neii,” the invesiuMto s.od. 

Aecoiding to . ii e\ CIA oi'cr- 
ative l.inniiar wall l■.'nnett aiul 
C IA intiliratior of ilic While 

H. 'i'se, Hennell was acting on 
ladeis tmm ( I \ higlier ups m 
lalkin;*. lo Woulw.iid. Hennell. 
who siill enjpved .iccess lo the 
While House, I'.isscil along 
evei> thill): he leaine-vl of the 
W hile House eovemp lo Wood- 
waid, the e\-CI A operative s,iiil. 

I. vcnlually, ae« ording to the 

upeiaiive, Hennell assumed the 
ciule name “IXcp Ihniat" and 
Kcame Iheeiuluiim* eakilysl for 
Ihe Water g.tie invesiiga- 

tiiin. C huck C\dson. vvho elaimc'd 
ii» have seen some CI.A hies on 
Waieieaie, saivi he I'eheved that 
the CI.A “can sluiw how cvtiy 
sliuy that Woudw.uvl won the 
l*uhl/er I'rirc Ici was fed lo him 
by the CIA.” 

Hennell brielly expanded his 
sihediilc lev inehute oilier mevli.i. 
At one point his lii'sieringhelped 
conviiue A'eu.v eeiA it) prim a 
Mi'iy eniilled ’Whispers al'oui 
C t'lson." .Atvt'ulmg in Hie C I.A 
memo, “Hcnnett Itu'k lehsh m 
implkaling Col .tin . . , w title |'io- 
leelifig the agency at the .same 
lime.” 

W hen ( oKi'n ihsCiivcicd Heii- 
neti s siibici luge, he w,:s m- 
li'iialed. Along with Senator 
Hnw.tul H.,^ , i!te Waieieate 
eommiuee, C Wlsvui laisevi an 
alarm .il'tuil C lA niaiupul.iium 
m llic vase. In the C HS news- 
lottm, a lelcvisit'ii le.im pul to- 
gi lhera stoiv tr.ting m.mv of the 
a».eusaiitvns against Hennell. 

1 hen It was lead it* him over the 
I'hone. ’‘It wa> leriible,” Hen- 
nett l.iier leslilssl “the insiim- 
aiioMs ar.tl implKalittits pui me 
^m.u k III Hie niititllf ot Hu- wliole 
W.iieip.iie etuispu.uy and the 
Iiusti moiiev ..iul Hu- Hueliis 
mallvl. Hal, HeiUHlt sau!, he 
pioieslt-d amt the ( Its iept*ilei • 
loiievl vltiwii Hie sioi \. 

Hv Hi.it tune, mout'vei. I'ther 
( lA li'yaliNls luti joiiietl Hv-nnetl 
m lit .iiovmg Nis, Ill's il|.|aled 
vovuup. Ihc .Vckt H.rA irm\ 
h.ult'bumkd I lank Siuigis’s ac- 
loiini nl While I It'iise eulpa- 
bihly. I hen J.imes NX( md an- 
ntuiiued Mmi!.ii level.iiions pu|i- 
hJv i:i John Saua’. ledcial 
eovirlioom. MeCtuvl said he had 
xt'oken np Kvause he Klieved 
the White Hi'iise was trying to 



use ilie C I \ as a scapegoat. ’* 1 Ik- 
While House In bent on having 
ibt- ( I.A i.ike the blame for 
W .tiei p.iie,” he wri>lc in a letter 
to a Itierul three months prior lo 
his eouii declaration. “Ihe* way 
tv* head this olf is lo lli.'od the 
newspapers with leaks and anon- 
>mous letters. . . . This is of 
immediate- imporinnce.” 

Nixon was besie-ge’d. Howard 
Hunt w,is viein.uuling up to Si 
million in W lute House money 
foi hissilciice. Alexander HuUer- 
lie-lvl, who had once headed a 
Hay ol I’ip.s lehahiliiation pro- 
giam ie|u*rieilly linanecd by the 
CI.A, disclosed lo the Watergate 
comiimice- that Nixvvn had l.ipcd 
all Ills Oval Olhee conversiiHons 
—a tinning point in the scandal, 
l‘ubhc opinion insisted that 
Ni.xon appoint a sperial prose- 
cutor to inve-siigale Watergate. 
A few months later Archibald 
C’on’s oHice was ;reroing in on 
Keboz.o’s handling of the 
Sl(»dK)() from Hughes. Nixon 
relay ed a message to Cox through 
Attorney General Lllioll Kich- 
aidsvvn. In a sub'-equenl Senate 
appearance Uicharvlson lesiiried 
lli.it Nixon "divln’l see what .Mr. 
Cox’s ch.irter luid lo do with the 
:-.etiviiie-sof .Mi. Kebevo.” When 
Cox refuse-vl to desist, Nixon 
elected to lire him in the ”Salur- 
day Night Mass;icrc.” 

Nixon alicaviy had shunted oil 
CIA director 1 lelms as ambassa- 
dor to Iran and bad appointed 
his own man, James Scblesinger. 
lo head the agency. Schlcsingei 
tried to purge llie CIA old guard, 
tiring -or forcing i*ul ncaily ten 
pciccni of the agency’s lf>,tHKi 
employees. Hul ’’animosity to- 
ward Sehlesinge-r gre*.v so strong 
I Iul his t'crsonal bodyguai il was 
increased to prevent violent con- 
tranlalions wiilt disgruntled 
agency employees.” veteran 
Washington journalist Juan 
C’iiiiie-ron repnrted. Schlesinge? 
vhnil'led liis securiiy at lu*me. in- 
stalle'vl a special giiai vli vuim out 
side his (illiee and took along an 
e-xlra bodyguard in advlilion to 
lii.s pistol-packing chautl’cur. 

Hut alter a lev. months Ni.xor 
bai.l to relieve *schlesinger ami 
I'lomoic William ( )lhv,a fvsrmet 
v'hiel i‘t tl'c Cl. v’s IMu'enix pro 
gram le |-om>i’ ’i. ’or llie nuir Je-i 
<*f an ••Mi-nati '• 20,(MH) Vici- 
namese- 

Niw'ii a’.v* eM.vmnleicd csca 
lating ii --iblc from special prov 
cuior Leon J,ivw>rski. A dccavle 
before, Javvotski had been . 
special counsel lo the W'arrct 



Commission and a director of a 
private roundution that laun- 
j dered funds for the CIA. 

, Under Jawor^ki’s jurisdiction. 

the .special pro- ecu tor’s ollicc 
1 found no ciiiniu.ihiy in tl»e 
S10(),t)0<) or in the 

j Greenspun phn. Nm c'jd it un- 

3 cover an> other illunalitics in- 
volving the I liighes organisation 
or the CIA. 

But JaworskiN oOicc did indict 
Haldcman. Lhrlichman, Mndi- 
clland others for their rolcsin th.c 
< White House covemp. And the 
s|>ccial prosecutor won a land, 
mark Supreme Court decisit>n 
j that delivered the crucial Wlute 
House tape recordings and pro- 
duced incontrovertible evidence 
that Nixon had ordered that 
covemp. Faced with certain im- 
peachment, Nixon resigned.” 

EPILCKjUE 

John Foster Dulles died in 
1959 after six years of directing 
U.S. foreign policy n.s Dwight 
Eisenhower’s secretary of stale. 
Allen Dulles died ten years later, 
having spent his last years extoll- 
ing the Cl.A in two lH)okN. The 
Cruft of lntd!i\:cnre and ’/At* 
Secret Surremter, Thomas I >ev\ ev 
died in 1971, his age and health 
having kept him from accepting 
the Supreme Court’s chief jus- 
ticeship olfered by Richard Nix- 
on in 1 969. 

Bebe Rcbozo escaped indict- 
ment in Watergate despite strong 
circumstantial evidence of tax 
evasion and bribe taking. One 
reason, according to CIA souic- 
cs, is that CIA oHicialss;tnctKmed 
his plea of ’’national security” 
when the special prosecutor’s of- 
' flee began investigating Hel>o/o’s 

links to Resorts. George Smath- 
ers, retired from the Senate, is 
prospering in Florida. 1 heir old 
crony. Richard Danner, still 
works for the Hughes organiza- 
tion. 



37. One man N\ho plnycU iX key rote 
in coiuiiicini; Nixon lo resign, ac- 
corUiit^ lo VNooau.irU anU IScrnstein 
in The I mat Onyi, was Alcxamicr 
Haitf. <fchi» had replaced Hob II.iMc- 
nian as Nixon‘% lop Wjuic House 
adviser. Ilaie also had n ClA couikcc- 
lion. In the early Sixties he ran a 
CtA-linanccd Ikiy of Pigs rwhabiliia- 
lion program, prccedmic Alexander 
Uuitcrficld in the job. AcconliiiK lo 
Chusk Colson, il ssas H.iij; who unit- 
vinced Nixon noi lo expose Ihe C lA'x 
rote in Waieri;altf. “Al H.ug prev.i>lcd 
on Nixon s bcucr inMincis.” C ilsun 
s.iid in May IV74. •'nul In i.ike d.iwn 
the whole inieihucncc eslahtislMK-ni 
of ihc U..S. in order to s.ive li.a.self 
from impeacliment.” 



Howard Hughes died at age 
70 on April 5lh, 1976, from 
chronic kidney disease. I liielies 
Inid been living in the penthouse 
al the Xanadu Frineess 1 Intel in 
the Bahamas. His negotiations 
lo buy up the Bahamian gam- 
bling franchise from the C’l.A 
front giouj>, Resorts Inter na- 
tional, had fallen through.^’ But 
the Resi'rls subsidiary, Inteilel, 
csiiitiniied to aviminister day-to- 
day security at the I lughes casi- 
nos in Las Vegas. And I lughes 
hail inaintaineil his dose lies to 
iheC'lA, Ineaily 197.^, accouling 
to the A’l'ie )'ork /Vmr.v, lire CIA 
intervened lo help si|uelch a Se- 
curities and Lxchaiige Conimis- 
Moii invcsiigaiion ol Hughes. A 
1975 deposition Hied by an al- 
leged CIA agent in a Las Vegas 
court case involving an ex- 
Hughes aide revealal that the 
CIA supplied agents to monitor 
Hughe.s’s enemies during the 
early Seseniics. 

Al the lime of his dc:ith Hughes 
was earning SL7 million each 
day from U.S. government con- 
tracts. Eighty percent had been 
awarded without competitive 
biiUling. Thiriy-iwo were from 
the CIA, the inoM held by any 
single contractor. 

Because Robert BcnncH’s CIA 
tics were exposed by the Water- 
gate scandal, he has closcil down 
lire Mullen Agency. He now 
works for the lluglrcs orglmiza- 
lion us a vice-president and CIA 
liaison. 

Meyer Lansky today lives un- 
disturbed in Miami Beach. Now 
72, he spends his time walking 
his dog and visiting with old 
friends. Surrogates handle most 
Syndicate all airs. After more 
than 5n years in the Syndiente, 
Lansky has served less than two 
years in pi n on. 

3H, Hiit;hcs cncoumcrcil compcii- 
lioii fiom Kolicrl Vesco, who al%o 
wantcil lo buy UexorK. Vesco wax a 
l.ivixh Nixo.i contributor, taler pro* 
vijing pari of the money lor the 
PUiinlKrx, ami he wax fricmlly wiilt 
the CIA; once when Vcsco l.uutcU in 
a Swii/crt.iml jail a Cl A agent had 
helped gel him out. Vcxco oulnui- 
ncuvcrcd Hughes by p<rsu.iding a 
Bahamian imiiiigraiion olticial lo de- 
mand Hugiicx apply for a vi<ui, a 
procedurt: lequiring a recent pIvMo- 
graph. Alfr uiled, Hi ghes packed and 
ltc\^ f»tt lu Nicat.ig 14 and Lond<m 
\s.forc rcitnning t«i nc Bahamas. By 
then v,a\ mr of the piutnc, 

ha\ing twii wharge-i v\iih iiittnciwo 
iVitdling t»r hi\ . oniiihiituoiN to 
Nim.iii Bill Hughe* appareiilly tint 
mil reiieiA |.i% «.tlr.its to puichaxc 
UvNorts. 



In Dccemlx:r 1974 the New 
York Times printed a lillle- 
noiiccd sloiy about Lansky. Il 
said that the federal government, 
in elVect, has abandoned the 
elVori iK'gun hy the Kemiedys to 
pul Lansky lx:liind bars. 

After lltrcc decades, the CIA’s 
relationship with the Syndicate 
has not changed. When several. 

S> ndicale members went on (i iai 
in New York in 1971 for taking 
union kickbacks, the he;id of the 
Ii.'cal CL\ buicati luiiusl up in 
couil as a chaoutei witness for 
the gangsters. Deportation pro- 
ceedings against John Rosclli 
were dropped in 1%9 at the be- 
hest of the CIA. 

According to federal narcotics 
ollicials, Cl.A agents have j'ro- 
vided identification papers and 
high-speed boats fi»r a drug 
.smuggling ring run out of the 
Dominican Republic by several 
former mcmlTcrs of Batista’s 
secret police. In exchange, the 
ollicials say, the narcotics dealers 
have murdered al least live leftist 
organizcis in the CarihlK*an. In 
March 1975 the New York Times 
quotcil a former CIA man who 
s;iid he knows the CIA has re- 
lied on the .Symiicate ’’for ex- 
changes of information and also 
to assault targets selected by 
the CTA.” 

The CIA was embarrassed 
slightly in 1975 when the Senate 
CIA committee discovered the 
agency’s alliance with the Syndi- 
cate in the Castro murder con- 
spiracy. The scandal helped force 
out William Colby as CIA di- 
rector. 

Bui the CIA as a powerful and 
independent institution has sur- 
vived. Richard Helms, siiU U.S. 
uinbassiidor to Iran, has not 
iK'en prosecuted for the CIA’s 
assassination plots or any other 
deals with the Syndicate. 

Rosclli and Robert Maheu 
lesiilied K'fore the Ctuirch com- 
mittee about their role in ilic 
Castro pUu. But they only con- 
lirmeil a scenario already known 
to .Senate investigators. They ilid 
not elal>oruic on the c.spansc of 
the C!.A-S>ndieate imbroglio. 

Sam Gi;incana, howeser, did 
not get a chance lo talk lo the 
Senate eommillee. On June l9ih, 
1 975, shoi lly lx fore his wheiluleil 
appear;iiice, an assassin inter- 
lupted a lale-iiig.hl snack at his 
Chicago mansii'n with seven .22 
calilx-i bullets. A few months 
eailier, Rkliaiil Cain, the Cii;iii- 



cana henthmiin who helpeil the 
Cl.A reciuii its lla> of Figs army, 
had been executed in a Chicago 
restaurant. 

Another S> ndicale figure, 
Jimmy llolfa, was kidiBippeil 
and presumably killed on July 
3mh, 197."^. in Detioil. 

By all accounts, the three were 
silenced Ixcause someone feared 
they muthl reveal secrets out of 
their past. Which someone ami 
what secrets lenuiiii a in>siery. 

But some Senate investigators 
h.ul hoped to i|m -*11011 Giancana 
aUnil any knowlcslge he had ol 
John Keiincily's assassination. 

fhe Senate aMnimltce ilid ap- 
point a sulxomimtiee to pursue 
new leads about a CIA covemp 
in the Kennedy case. But lluil 
investigation has proved to lx 
neither vigorous nor priuludive. 

The Watergate invesligiition 
also has dissipated without full 
and complete disclosure. Richard 
Nixon, now exiled to San Cle- 
nx-nle, has never explained why 
he thought Watergate ’’would 
make the CIA U>ok bad (and] 
blow the whole Bay of Figs 
thing.” 

Watergate investigators have 
not figured out what he meant 
either. One theory is that Nixon 
was using the ’’Bay of Figs 
reference as a code word for the 
entire Cuba alTair, a slice of his- 
tory that some believe incimles a 
Cl.A role ill the K- nneilv assassi- 
nation. 

I hc Bay of Figs and the Ken- 
nedy assissinaiion are motifs 
that run through the Watergate 
allair. Ilovviirvl Hunt, the chief 
W.iiergaic burglar, helped estab- 
lish a Cl.A Irtml group for Ihe 
Ba> of Figs ihai h;id a New Or- 
leans address later used by Lee 
Ihirvey Oswald, lltc .Mullen 
Agency also set up front groups 
for the Bav of Figs, and Rolxri 
Bennett, as head of the .Mullen 
Agency, plave«l i key umlercover 
role in the undoing of Richard 
Nixon. 

In his recent novel, The Com- 
/ro/iy, Jiihn riulkhman hints that 
Watergate and the Kennedy as- 
jaissi nation were pari of a power 
struggle belween the Cl.A anil the 
Nison While 1 louse. I hrlich- 
man’s hook describes a Nixon- 
like president who has evidence 
that die CIA was involved in a 
controversial assassinaiion. In 
the novel a llelnis-likc C LA di- 
rector compels die president to 
deslro> die cvulencc b> ihieal- 
eiiing to expose a W;iicrLMic*likc 
scand.d. 
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Chiuk CoKimS 1974 rcm.irks 
lo ihc in\c>iii!*iior .il>o 

thiim tli.»i NiM>n ^v;l^ caught up 

in a poster sirutU^'** ihcCl \. 
•*Ni\on*N ibci'ry in iluii ICIA 
apcniN) \Kcic coininii m lo spy. 
and thi-y sv:ml:d li* pc! ciuniph on 
llu: Wliilc lUniNC so llicy oiuld 
j;cl ulial ihcy warned. Who 
knows whal they waiUcU. I hey 
nc\er poi ihai far— Uc.iii>c ihc 
whi'tc lu'UNc ol cauN collapsed 
and ih.i! was ii.** 

C\»lNon pave several reasons 
vvhv Nison did m»i puhlicly an- 
ni>unce his siiNpicuuiN. * lies 
afr.nd ihai if he weiil puhhe w iih . 
it cverv hodv woukl say, *Li»ok al I 
Nison now, see what a ili version I 
hc*s irvintj to create, whal a red 
hurinp.* Niil'odv vvouUl believe 
loin . . . IHiii) >ou know whal I 
dank. You know what I rv.illy 
. * .;:ik— and Tin loval lo this puy, 

I I . iii> fiieiul — I think ihal 
,lio he-1 p.iid Ikbc that doiiph 
’ » .1 I diink Ik-be uscil that for 
liun elfanil for tb.e prcNidenl . . . 
and that «f Nison icallv blows 
(ihe whi-.lleon the Cl A], I liMjhcs 
can bliwv the whi-tle on him . . . 
Ihe pre^iileni sv.ired as hell, 
e'^l'Cci.dls v\heii he s weak .iiul 
under attack. I le was out of hii 
inuul over it. 

I he preddent and I talked 
about It one Sunda> C*r about an 
hour aiul a aalf ... 1 have seen the 
CIA liles I know w hat's in them. 

I i.in'i pr%*ve there was a eon- 
I spiraev but I w^nilil sav ih.it was 
the praeli.al ciin .espienees ol 
what thev did. 

** I he evee'NCs of the Nison 
adnimistialiiMi were pretts b.u.l. 
Itut whal ihcNC cuvn .ire tloinp— 
one ili*esn'l jusiil> the other— 
what iheNL* dome is 

worse ... Ihc fnphtenine tliinp 
IN that llu re is nobods eontu*!- 
line theCl.X. I mean nobodv. 1*11 
tell >oii one tlune that se.nes me 
the nu'si. Ihev’ie all over the 
pl.ice. everv where voii 

turn, they've pot their lentaeles." 
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